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Hindus Muslims of PoK are Indians: Amit Shah
Accused Mamata of indulging in appeasement politics

PoK is part of India. People of PoK are also Indians - be it Hindu or Muslim
New Delhi (Agency):

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
(PoK) is part of India and
its people irrespective of
their religion are Indians,
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Friday.

     He also strongly de-
fended the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act 2019 and
said the law was enacted to
provide Indian nationality
to persecuted minorities
from Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Afghanistan.

     "PoK is part of India.
The people of PoK are also
Indians - be it Hindu or
Muslim. Both Hindus and
Muslims of PoK are our
own," he said at an interac-
tion at the India Today Con-
clave.      On the CAA, Shah

said the law was passed in
2019 and the rules were is-
sued now as he sought to
dismissed criticism over its
timing.

     He said those oppos-
ing the CAA claiming it is
based on region are the
same people who support
laws such as the Muslim
Personal Law.

     The home minister
recalled that during the Par-
tition, Congress leaders, in-
cluding first prime minister
Jawaharlal Nehru, had said
that the minorities from Pa-
kistan would be welcomed
in India.

     He said the Hindu
population in Pakistan re-
duced from 23 per cent at
the time of the Partition to

two per cent now, in
Bangladesh, the number of
Hindus decreased from 22
per cent to 10 per cent and
in Afghanistan the number
of Sikhs reduced from two
lakh to just 378.

     "We fulfilled the
promise made by the Con-
gress leaders," he said.

     Asked about the ex-
clusion of Muslims from the
purview of CAA, which will
provide citizenship to

Hindu, Sikh, Jain, Buddhist,
Christian and Parsi refu-
gees from the three coun-
tries, the home minister said
all three nations are de-
clared Islamic state and
Muslims cannot face perse-
cution there.      "No one will
lose citizenship because of
CAA. I would ask Muslim
brothers and sisters not to
listen to the opposition.
The opposition is merely
doing politics with you
again," he said. Asked
about National Register of
Citizens (NRC), he said he
would talk about it after the
elections.      On Rahul
Gandhi's often-repeated
statement of OBC welfare,
Shah said the prime minis-
ter himself is an OBC, but

Rahul Gandhi cannot see it.
     "There are 27 OBC

ministers in the Union cabi-
net, but they can't see it.
Rahul Gandhi does not
know what he is saying,"
Shah said.

     On West Bengal, the
home minister said the BJP
will win more than 25 seats
out of the 42.      He accused
the Mamata Banerjee-led
government of indulging in
appeasement politics in
West Bengal.

     "When a state is run
based on appeasement and
vote-bank politics, neither
law and order can be main-
tained nor development can
happen. State-sponsored
infiltration is being done for
the vote bank," he claimed.

LS Polls: SP declares 6
candidates TMC 1 in UP

Lucknow (Agency):
The Samajwadi Party on
Friday declared the names
of its six candidates for the
upcoming Lok Sabha elec-
tions in Uttar Pradesh.

The candidates are
Yashveer Singh (Bijnor),
Manoj Kumar (Nagina),
Bhanu Pratap Singh
(Meerut), Bijendra Singh
(Aligarh), Jasveer Valmiki
(Hathras), and Daroga
Saroj (Lalganj), the party
said on X. The SP gave the
Bhadohi Lok Sabha seat to
the Mamata Banerjee-led
Trinamool Congress,
which fielded Laliteshpati
Tripathi from the constitu-
ency. In a statement, the
Trinamool Congress said,
"Under the guidance and
inspiration of...Mamata
Banerjee, we are pleased to
announce the...candidate
from the parliamentary
constituency of Bhadohi
in Uttar Pradesh. We wish
the best to Laliteshpati
Tripathi and hope he suc-
ceeds in this endeavour."

In 2012, Laliteshpati
Tripathi, who was then
with the Congress, de-
feated Satyendra Kumar
Patel of the Samajwadi
Party by a margin of 8,523
votes in the Marihan as-
sembly constituency in
Mirzapur district of Uttar
Pradesh.

Tripathi is the great-
grandson of former Uttar
Pradesh chief minister
Kamalapati Tripathi.

This is the fourth list
of Lok Sabha candidates
declared by the Samajwadi
Party.

With this list, the total
number of candidates de-
clared by the SP stood at
37, the party's chief
spokesperson Rajendra
Chaudhary said.

     The SP has already
left 17 Lok Sabha seats in
Uttar Pradesh for the Con-
gress after both the INDIA
bloc members announced
their electoral tie-up on
February 21. Uttar Pradesh
has 80 Lok Sabha seats.

Rajnath inaugurates India Navy's first
independent HQ 'Nausena Bhawan' in Delhi
New Delhi (UNI):

Defence Minister
Rajnath Singh on Friday
inaugurated the
'Nausena Bhawan', the
new state-of-the-art
headquarters of the In-
dian Navy at the Delhi
Cantonment which is
equipped with modern
facilities and cutting-
edge technologies.

    It marks a signifi-
cant milestone for the
Navy as it has estab-
lished its "first indepen-
dent headquarters in
Delhi", the defence min-
istry said in a statement.

    Previously, the
Navy operated from 13
different locations, ne-
cessitating a consoli-
dated and purpose-built
facility such as the
'Nausena Bhawan', it
said.

    The inauguration
represents a significant
step forward for the In-

dian Navy, providing a
centralised and technologi-
cally advanced headquar-
ters that reflects the
nation's commitment to
maritime excellence and na-

tional security.
    The architectural de-

sign of the complex was se-
lected through a "rigorous
all-India competition pro-
cess", ensuring the
building's functionality and
aesthetic appeal.

    Comprising three

wings and rising four sto-
ries, the building incorpo-
rates innovative construc-
tion technologies to
optimise efficiency and
sustainability, officials said.

    Efforts toward en-
ergy and water conserva-
tion are evident throughout
the complex, with the inte-
gration of solar generation
systems and advanced
building materials.

    "The hybrid rein-
forced cement concrete

construction system en-
ables the construction of
large spans with maximum
speed, while the building's
design emphasises integra-
tion with natural elements

through landscaped
gardens and internal
courtyards," the
statement said.

     Internally, the
'Nausena Bhawan'
boasts a comfortable
and congenial atmo-
sphere facilitated by
central heating, venti-
lation and air condi-
tioning system
utilising advanced
oxidation plasma tech-
nology, it said.

    Moreover, the com-
plex is equipped with a
state-of-the-art integrated
building management sys-
tem, ensuring efficient co-
ordination and monitoring
of security services and util-
ity systems, the statement
added.     The building has

achieved a green rating
IV under the Integrated
Habitability Assess-
ment, underscoring its
commitment to sustain-
able practices.

    Additionally, the
complex features a com-
prehensive three-tier
security system, includ-
ing technologies such
as automatic underbelly
scanning of vehicles,
power fence, face recog-
nition cameras, bollards,
vehicle stoppers, access
control, and security
cameras.

    In line with mod-
ern office practices, the
'Nausena Bhawan' is
equipped with exten-
sive IT infrastructure
supported by UPS sys-
tems, promoting a
paperless work envi-
ronment and meeting
the stringent network
requirements of the
Navy, it said.

Mutual respect by followers of different
religions necessary for world peace: President

Quad reflection of shared interests to have peaceful accountable Indo-Pacific: US envoy
New Delhi: US envoy

Eric Garcetti on Friday said
the Quad is really a reflec-
tion of the "shared inter-
ests" of having a peaceful,
democratic, just, open and
accountable Indo-Pacific
while underlining that its
member country India is in
many ways "in the driver's
seat" of the grouping.

     In response to a
question on whether an In-
dian national, facing charge
for a murder-for-hire plot to
kill a Khalistani separatist on
American soil, will affect
Indo-US ties, he said, "The
pace of our relationship
only continues to acceler-
ate amidst this."

     "It's the first stress
test of our new relationship
which has deepened, and
so far, I think both countries

are passing it, but plenty of
miles to go. Life would be
much easier for us not to
have contested democra-
cies, where people disagree.
That is the point of a de-
mocracy that we have to
defend," the US envoy said.

     "The relationship
continues, I think with more
strength than we have ever
witnessed before. But, we
won't back away from prin-
ciples that are important to
this relationship," he added.

    The panel discussion
on "A 'Pacific' Convergence
of Interests with India"
largely centred around the
functioning of the Quadri-
lateral Security Dialogue
grouping, commonly de-
scribed as Quad, during the
India Today Conclave 2024.

     The Quad comprises

India, the US, Japan and
Australia and it has un-
veiled a series of initiatives
in the last few years with a
broad aim to ensure peace,
stability and prosperity in
the Indo-Pacific region.
China believes the coalition
is aimed at containing it.

     The US Ambassador
to India shared the dais with
British High Commissioner
Alex Ellis, Australian High
Commissioner Philip Green,
and Nirupama Rao, former
foreign secretary of India.

     "We have always
said the Quad isn't a mili-
tary alliance of four of us.
We have strong bilateral
relations, each aspect of the
Quad, each country. They
do work in strategic and
military space, they do
work in economic spaces,

they do work in people-to-
people and cultural and edu-
cational spaces," he said.

     "But, the Quad is re-
ally a reflection of values and

of geography and the
shared interests that we
have to have a peaceful,
democratic, just, open, ac-
countable Indo-Pacific," the
US envoy asserted.

     And that happens in
so many ways with Quad,

whether it is looking at eco-
logical and climate issues,
whether it is the emergency
seen during the pandemic,
when the grouping really

"became a force for assist-
ing each other," he said.

     "But, India is in
many ways in the driver's
seat of the Quad. And, I
think that is exciting for In-
dia," he said.

     The US envoy said

he has described that India
"loves geometric diplo-
macy" -- triangles, squares,
quadrilaterals.

     "The multilaterals
you can get last, in places
like the UN right now, which
are important, convenient
spaces... But, they are just
divided as the world. Bilat-
eral is really helpful but
there is a limit to bilateral-
ism sometimes," he said.

     "So, I think there is
really a shared, sort of prin-
ciples. During discussions
I had with National Security
Advisor (Ajit) Doval, he
said, 'it's not just strategy,
it is not just affinity'. We do
think alike, our hearts do
feel alike. But, it is really
about ideology in this mo-
ment when there is extrem-
ism, whether it is religious

extremism, whether it is dic-
tatorship versus democra-
cies," he said.

     During the interac-
tion, Garcetti underlined
that "we can get hung up
on the ideas, that the nar-
cissism of small differences,
the few areas, where we are
looking, maybe at demo-
cratic values, sometimes dif-
ferently, divide us. But, the
reality is we are very deeply
united."

     The American envoy
was also asked about India
on Friday strongly rejecting
criticism against the Citizen-
ship (Amendment) Act
(CAA) by the US.

     The US on Thursday
said it is concerned about
the notification of CAA in
India and is closely moni-
toring its implementation.

     "In America, we feel
very strongly about ...that
sensitive borders need to
be secured. We are a nation
of immigrant citizens, we
have been enriched by our
diversity.

Secondly, we under-
stand India's security needs
as well. We are well aware
of this. But, the principles
of religious freedom and of
equality under the law is a
cornerstone of democracy.

     "And, that is why we
look a these things, it will
be easier not to look at our
friends. We invite you to
do the same with our im-
perfect democracy, it is not
a one-way street. But, you
cannot give up on prin-
ciples, no matter how close
you are with friends...," he
said.

Hyderabad (Agency): President
Droupadi Murmu on Friday said mutual
respect and cooperation by the followers
of different religions is not only helpful,
but also necessary for world peace.

    Murmu, who
graced and ad-
dressed the Global
S p i r i t u a l i t y
Mahotsav at Kanha
Shanti Vanam near
here said that our
culture based on
spirituality has al-
ways kept the mes-
sage of "world as a
family" at the center.

"In our dialectical traditions, instead of
proving any one philosophy right or
wrong, we believe that all paths lead to the
Truth and must be respected," she said.

    The person who looks at everyone
with equanimity is considered a Yogi and
this sense of equality is the foundation of
our spiritual tradition, she said.

    She said that the message of the Glo-
bal Spirituality Mahotsav 'From Inner
Peace to World Peace' is an essential mes-
sage for the welfare of the entire humanity
in today's global environment.

The aim of this event, which is to in-
crease harmony and mutual understand-
ing between people believing in different

religions and sects, is a commendable ef-
fort towards the welfare of humanity, she
said.

    "Mutual respect and cooperation by
the followers of different religions is not

only helpful but also
necessary for world
peace," the President
said, according to an
official release.

She said that con-
sciousness itself is
spiritual and that there
is no room for any kind
of discrimination and
division in this.     The
President said that a

life based on morality and spirituality is ben-
eficial at both, the individual, and societal
levels.

    She urged everyone to conduct their
work in accordance with moral ideals and
spiritual goals which has been the legacy
of our ancestors in the country. She said
that a person who moves towards modern
development on the basis of this heritage
will be successful and happy.

    The President said that from Lord
Mahavir, Lord Buddha, Jagadguru
Shankaracharya, Sant Kabir, Sant Ravidas
and Guru Nanak to Swami Vivekananda,
India's spiritual figures have provided the
essence of spirituality to the world.
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Sports an integral part of education, says Mayor
Inaugurated 40th UP State-level Gymnastics Championship organized by KhelGaon Public School

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Through their
numerous achievements in
Education and Sports, the
students of KhelGaon Pub-
lic School have not only at-
tained the highest marks in
various classes but have
also established their repu-
tation by winning Gold
Medals in National and In-
ternational competitions in
the Gymnastics World. The
efforts of KhelGaon Public
School in Education and
Sports are unparalleled and
commendable.

These words were spo-
ken by Mr. Ganesh
Kesarwani, Mayor,
Prayagraj, as the Chief
Guest at the Inauguration of
the 40th Uttar Pradesh
State-level Gymnastics
Championship organized
by KhelGaon Public School.

The Chief Guest further
emphasized that along with
education, involvement in
sports is essential for the
holistic development of
children.The auspicious
beginning of the competi-
tion was marked by the pres-
ence of the Chief Guest Shri
Ganesh Kesarwani, Mayor,
Prayagraj,  Dr. U. K. Mishra,
Chairman, KhelGaon Public
School, Mr. Anil Mishra,
Vice Chairman,KhelGaon
Public School, Dr. R. C.
S r i v a s t a v a ,
Director,KhelGaon Public
School,  Mr. Devesh, Com-
petition Director,
G y m n a s t i c s , M r s .
DeepikaJaiswal, Councilor,
Peepalgaon. They were
welcomed with floral gar-
lands and greeted by Inter-

national and National level
Gymnasts. Several cultural
programs were also orga-
nized on this occasion, in-
cluding vibrant perfor-
mances like the
KalbeliyaDance, Chak De
India, and Folk Dances.

Mr. Mohammad Harish
Khan, Judge of the Interna-
tional Gymnastics Panel,Mr.
AnkitTripathi, Coach of
National-Level Gymnasts
and all coaches of CBSE
National Gymnastics Cham-
pionship, along
with star gym-
nasts of interna-
tional level com-
petitions and
Nuen on behalf
of the gymnasts
from various dis-
tricts totaling
approximately
800 gymnasts,
pledged to up-
hold the dignity
and impartiality
of sports.

During his
welcome speech
at the Inaugura-
tion Ceremony,
Dr. U. K. Mishra,Chairman,
KhelGaon Public School
emphasized that success
comes to those who prac-
tice diligently every day. He
also stressed the importance
of sports education for the
holistic development of
students, stating that
KhelGaon Public School
provides equal opportuni-
ties for students in both
education and sports.

In his welcome address,
Mr. Anil Mishra, Vice Chair-

man, KhelGaon Public
School mentioned that
gymnasts from KhelGaon
Public School have been
representing the country at
National and International
levels for several years.
Many International Medals
won for India belong to
gymnasts from this institu-
tion. He also highlighted
that Uttar Pradesh is the
only state that organizes
gymnastics competitions
for age groups under 6

years and through regular
training, prepares them not
only for winning in Uttar
Pradesh but also for inter-
national competitions.

Results of the first day
Senior Boys Artistic Gym-
nastics Competition are as
follows:

In Floor Exercise Event:-
GopalKakkar of KhelGaon
Public School, Prayagraj
with 12.00 points got First
Position, Pranav Mishra of
KhelGaon Public School,

Prayagraj with 11.90 points
got Second position and
Keshav Gupta of Gorakhpur
Sports College with 11.40
points got Third Position.

In Pommel Horse
Event:-PranavMisha of
KhelGaon Public School,
Prayagraj with 11.60 points
got First Position,
AkshatSavita of U. P. Po-
lice, Prayagraj  with 11.55
points got Second position
and SankshepYadav of U.
P. Police, Prayagraj with

11.50 points got Third Po-
sition.

In Rings Event:-Pranav
Mishra of KhelGaon Public
School, Prayagraj with 12.00
points got First Position,
Nuen of KhelGaon Public
School Prayagraj with 11.90
points got Second position
and SauryaPrakash of  U.P.
Police, Prayagraj with 11.20
points got Third Position.

In Vaulting Table Event:-
GopalKakkar of KhelGaon
Public School, Prayagraj

with 10.73 points got First
Position, Surya Prakashof
U. P. Police, Prayagraj with
10.50 points got Second
position and Afsar Khan of
U. P. Police, Prayagraj with
10.38 points got Third Po-
sition.

In Parallel Bars Event:-
AkashArya of U. P. Police,
Prayagraj with 12.00 points
got First Position, Sandeep
Kumar of U. P. Police,
Prayagraj with 11.70 points
got Second position and
Manpreet Singh of CRPF,
Prayagraj with 11.60 points
got Third position.

In Horizontal Bars
Event:-Sani Singh of U. P.
Police, Prayagrajwith 12.00
points got First Position,
Manpreet Singh of CRPF,
Prayagrajwith 10.90 points
got Second
position.andSurya Prakash
of U. P. Police, Prayagrajwith
10.80 points got Third Posi-
tion.

All Around Individual
C h a m p i o n s h i p : -
GopalKakkarof KhelGaon
Public School, Prayagraj
with 65.05 points got First
Position, SankshapYadav of
U. P. Police, Prayagraj with
64.90 points got Second
pos i t i on .andSandeep
Kumar of U. P. Police,
Prayagraj with 64.10 points
got Third Position.

Results of the first day
Senior Girls  Artistic Gym-
nastics Competition are as
follows:

In Floor Exercise Event:-
ArzooYadav of Firozabad
with 10.35 points got First
Position, Jyotsana Gupta of

Gorakhpur Sports College
with 09.30 points got Second
position and PriyaYadav of
Gorakhpur Sports College
with 09.10 points got Third
Position.

In Uneven Bars Event:-
ArzooYadav of Firozabad
with 09.20 points got First
Position, Jyotsana Gupta of
Gorakhpur Sports College
with 04.80 points got Second
position and
SoumyaPathakof Gorakhpur
Mandalwith 04.50 points
got Third Position.

In Balancing Beam
Event:-ArzooYadav of
Firozabad with 09.73 points
got First Position,
SoumyaPathakof Gorakhpur
Mandalwith 08.10 points
got Second position and
Divyanshi Sharma of
Bareilly with 07.05 points got
Third Position.

All Around Individual
C h a m p i o n s h i p : -
ArzooYadav of
Firozabadwith 37.78 points
got First Position, Jyotsana
Gupta of Gorakhpur Sports
College with 33.80 points got
Second position and
SoumyaPathakof Gorakhpur
Mandal with 31.40 points got
Third Position.

At the end of the pro-
gram, the Vice Chairman of
the school, Mr. Anil Mishra,
presented mementos and
shawls to the Chief Guest
and Special Guests. The
Vote of Thanks was pro-
posed  by Dr. R. C.
Srivastava, Director,
KhelGaon Public School.
The program culminated
with the National Anthem.

National Stock Exchange (NSE) Celebrates First 5 Listings on NSE-SSE
VARANASI: The So-

cial Stock Exchange (SSE)
of the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) achieves yet
another milestone of cel-
ebrating its first five listings
on the NSE-Social Stock
Exchange (SSE) Platform -
by Swami Vivekananda
Youth Movement (SVYM),
Transform Rural India,
Mukti, Ekalavya Founda-
tion; and SGBS Unnati
Foundation. This remark-
able event took place at the
National Stock Exchange's
(NSE) Headquarters in
Bandra Kurla Complex
(BKC), Mumbai, commemo-
rating a significant step for-
ward in impact-driven fi-
nance.

These listings have re-
sulted in the fund mobiliza-
tion of approximately INR 8
Crore which will be utilised
for several developmental
projects across the areas
such as education, skill de-
velopment, agriculture, live-
lihoods women empower-
ment etc.

The event, celebrated
with enthusiasm, witnessed
the presence of respected
Smt. Madhabi Puri Buch,
Chairperson, SEBI, Dr. R.
Balasubramaniam, Chair-

man, Social Stock Exchange
Advisory Committee, SEBI;
Shri Ashwani Bhatia, Whole
Time Member (WTM),
SEBI; and Shri A
Balasubramanian, MD &
CEO of Aditya Birla Sunlife
AMC; and brought to-
gether several distin-
guished dignitaries, offi-
cials, and representatives
from Non-Profit Organiza-
tions (NPOs) and other
stakeholders.

Smt. Madhabi Puri
Buch, Chairperson, SEBI
said, "Non-profit
organisations play a pivotal
role in facilitating inclusion
of all citizens into the main-
stream of the country. In
order to play this role effec-
tively, they need access to
donors and their contribu-
tions.  The SSE has a criti-
cal role to play in this by
fostering Trust and Trans-
parency in the social sec-
tor."

Dr. R. Balasubramaniam
- Chairman, Social Stock Ex-
change Advisory Commit-
tee, SEBI, shared "Apart
from opening up a new fi-
nancial pipeline for social
sector development in In-
dia, the Social Stock Ex-
change will democratize

participation of a large num-
ber of people in making In-
dia a developed nation dur-
ing Amrit Kaal".

Shri Ashishkumar
Chauhan, MD & CEO of
NSE extended heartfelt

congratulations to all the
first 5 NPOs on the NSE-
SSE Platform. He expressed
"NSE-listed companies
have been agents of social
impact through wealth cre-
ation, job opportunities,
and overall economic
growth through common
person's participation in the
markets. With the listing on

SSE, the impact is going to
increase manifold. This
framework offers several
advantages such as Trans-
parency, Trust, Efficiency,
Cost Saving,
Discoverability, Impact

Measurement and Outcome
Based Philanthropy." He
also gave a special mention
to SEBI that played a piv-
otal role in launching the
Social Stock Exchange
framework in India.

Shri Shri R Anand,
CGM, NABARD said
"Awareness and Capacity
Building of key stakehold-

ers in SSE ecosystem are
strategically important for
the success of SSE, which
will emerge as a model for
rest of the world."

Shri Prakash Kumar,
Deputy Managing Director,

SIDBI stated "SSE is a dis-
tinguished platform that cre-
ates enormous opportuni-
ties for development
organisations to raise capi-
tal and unfold the growth
of the underprivileged sec-
tion of society. As a socially
responsible organization,
we believe that initiatives
such as SSE are critical for

creating a sustainable and
equitable future for all."

Shri Viraj Joshi, AVP of
Regulatory & Policy,
Zerodha, expressed "At
Zerodha, we are excited
about the Social Stock Ex-
change because we think it
can really bridge the gap
between Not-For-Profit
sector which typically
struggles to raise funds,
and willing donors who
currently lack ways to sup-
port causes that they are
passionate about. We see
SSE as a great trust build-
ing initiative, and hope that
these listings pave the way
for the broader Not-For-
Profit sector in India to em-
brace this alternative
fundraising route." Simi-
larly, all the invited NPOs for
the bell ringing also ex-
pressed their special grati-
tude towards the NSE-SSE.

Smt. Savitha Sulugodu,
CEO, SVYM stated, "State
alone cannot sustain social
development; hence, forces
have to join together. Civil
societies, citizens,
organisations, corporates
must join hands to build any
country. I am excited and
hopeful that the Social
Stock Exchange will give a

much-needed push to the
social sector in India, as we
all together working to-
wards reaching the SDGs
by 2030."

Shri. Neeraj Ahuja, As-
sociate Director, Transform
Rural India said, " This mo-
ment is a testament to the
power of collective invest-
ment in the greater good, a
beacon of hope for lan-
guishing rural communities
across India. This bell we
ring today is not merely a
ceremonial gesture-it's a
clarion call to action, invit-
ing us all to dream bigger,
push harder, and realize the
vision of developed India."

Shri Sankar Halder,
Founder and President,
Mukti exclaimed, "This mo-
mentous achievement
would open doors for oth-
ers, thereby fostering
inclusivity and enabling
broader participation in the
SSE ecosystem. As more
NGOs are encouraged and
benefitted from listing on
this platform, the impact of
the Social Stock Exchange
will continue to grow, cre-
ating a ripple effect of posi-
tive change throughout our
society."

Shri. Shri P Venugopal

Reddy, Chairman, Ekalavya
Foundation said, "This list-
ing reaffirms our commit-
ment to transparency, ac-
countability, and measur-
able impact in our mission
to serve the poorest of the
poor in marginalized com-
munities across the
aspirational districts desig-
nated by the Indian Govern-
ment." Shri Ramesh Swami,
Founder, SGBS Unnati
Foundation stated, "The
Social Stock Exchange has
the potential to emerge as
the premier platform for in-
tegrating philanthropy and
social impact in India, lever-
aging certified and en-
dorsed Non-profit
Organisations."

The NSE-SSE platform
continues to grow, with
over fifty registered Non-
Profit Organizations (NPOs)
currently participating.
Among these, a few more
NPOs have successfully
raised funds, and many oth-
ers are in the process of
doing so. The NSE-SSE
platform remains committed
to bridging the gap between
financial markets and social
welfare objectives, bringing
about inclusive growth and
financial empowerment.

B'wood Diva Sonakshi Sinha inaugurated Kalyan Jewellers' showroom in Basti
Basti: Kalyan Jewellers, one of India's most trusted

and leading jewellery companies, today launched its all-
new showroom at Ward No. 4 at Malviya Road in Basti.
Bollywood star Sonakshi Sinha inaugurated the show-
room, which features an extensive range of designs from
various collections of Kalyan Jewellers. Patrons can ex-
pect state-of-the-art facilities with world-class ambiance,
providing an unparalleled experience.

Addressing the enthralled crowd, Bollywood star
Sonakshi Sinha said, "I am pleased to be present here
today for the inauguration of the new Kalyan Jewellers
showroom. It is an honour to represent Kalyan Jewellers -
a  brand that stands firm on the principles of trust, trans-
parency, and customer-centricity. I am confident that the
patrons will welcome Kalyan Jewellers warmly, while en-
joying the service-backed shopping experience and ex-
ploring the diverse range of jewellery collections offered
by the company." Commenting on the new showroom,
Mr. Ramesh Kalyanaraman, Executive Director of Kalyan
Jewellers, said, "With the launch of our all-new Kalyan
Jewellers' showroom in Basti, the aim is to create a holistic

ecosystem and cater to the distinct needs of our custom-
ers, enhancing their shopping experience. We aspire to
continue reinventing ourselves, providing customers with
world-class ambience, while staying true to the company's
ethos of trust and transparency. At Kalyan Jewellers, we

will continue to offer vast range of exquisite and unique
jewellery designs with focus on quality and service."

Celebrating the launch, Kalyan Jewellers has an-
nounced an exciting range of offers to ensure that patrons

gain maximum benefits on their jewellery purchases from
the all-new showroom. It has also announced that the
Kalyan Special Gold Board Rate - lowest in the market and
standardized across all company showrooms - will apply
on these jewellery purchases. These offers are valid for a
limited period only.

Patrons will also receive Kalyan Jewellers' 4-Level As-
surance Certificate, which guarantees purity, free lifetime
maintenance of ornaments, detailed product information,
and transparent exchange and buy-back policies. This
certification reflects the brand's commitment to offering
the very best to its loyal customers.

The showroom will also stock Kalyan's popular house
brands, including Muhurat (Wedding Jewellery Line),
Mudhra (Handcrafted Antique Jewellery), Nimah (Temple
Jewellery), Glo (Dancing Diamonds), Ziah (Solitaire-like
Diamond Jewellery), Anokhi (Uncut Diamonds), Apoorva
(Diamonds for Special Occasions), Antara (Wedding Dia-
monds), Hera (Daily Wear Diamonds), Rang (Precious
Stones Jewellery), and the recently launched Lila (Coloured
Stones and Diamond Jewellery).

Debt Recovery Tribunal Lucknow
granted stay in favour of petitioner

Prayagraj: In the Debts Recovery Tribunal Lucknow
A.H. Khan, Presiding Officer heard counsel for the ap-
plicant Arif Iqbal, and counsel for respondent-bank
Praneet Kumar Srivastava. Counsel for the applicant Arif
Iqbal stated that on the basis of defective possession
notice, the respondent-bank has obtained order under
Section 14 of the Act and is proceeding with the posses-
sion of the property in question He
submits that District Magistrate has
delegated his power to Ld. ADM and
the Ld. ADM has delegated the same
to Ld. SDM, which is not permissible
under the provision of the
SARFAESI Act 2002. He relied upon
the judgment of Hon'ble Allahabad
High Court. He further submits that
reply of the bank is awaited.

Counsel for the respondent-bank
stated that the bank has sold the property. He seeks time
to file reply. Heard counsel for the parties and peruse the
record. Till the date fixed, parties are directed to maintain
status quo in r/o subject property. List this case on
18.3.2024 for same proceeding before DRT, Allahabad.
The above matter was taken up through Video
Conferencing in presence of counsel for the parties.

UP CM performs bhoomi pujan &
laid foundation of Maa Pateshwari

Devi State University
State Higher Education Minister

Yogendra Upadhyay attended
Balrampur: State Higher Education Minister

Yogendra Upadhyay and State Minister for Higher Edu-
cation Rajni Tiwari were in attendance at Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath's bhoomi pujan and foundation stone
laying ceremony at Maa Pateshwari Devi State Univer-
sity in Balrampur.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath finished his tour by
participating in the bhoomi-pujan and laying the ground-

work for the Ma Pateshwari Devi State University, high-
lighting the government's commitment to improving
education and infrastructure in the region. Yogi
Adityanath, Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, paid a visit
to Balrampur, where he conducted the foundation stone-
laying ceremony for the Maa Pateshwari Devi State Uni-
versity and launched many development projects in the
Balrampur and Shravasti districts.

Oppn parties should oppose Hegde's
remark on Constitution: Kishore Varshney

Prayagraj: Former UP Congress Committee spokes-
person Kishore Varshney has opposed BJP MP Anant
Hegde's statement on changing the Constitution. Call-
ing it a set agenda of PM Modi and BJP, he said that this
is an attack on the thinking of Dr. Ambedkar which is a
serious threat to the country. The ultimate aim of BJP is
to destroy Baba Saheb's Constitution. They hate de-
mocracy, equality and civil rights. It is known that Hegde
had said that this time 400 seats should be crossed so
that the Constitution can be changed. Varshney said
that all opposition parties should unite and launch a
nationwide campaign against the BJP. The continuous
advertisements in the media guaranteeing the Modi gov-
ernment were termed as election gimmicks.
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BELIEVERS OFFERING  NAMAZ ON THE FIRST FRIDAY OF RAMADAN

Police personnel engaged in security during Friday prayers outside Jama Masjid in Chowk

Mayor, inaugurated premiere
show of Bastar film

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: The premiere show of 'Bastar'
film was screened by Kashi Prayag Chitra
Sadhana Samiti in PVR located at Civil Lines.
, Prayagraj Mayor Ganesh Kesarwani was
present as the chief guest at the premiere
show of Bastar film. This film, directed by
producers Vipul Amritlal Shah and Sudipto
Sen, is based on the problem of Naxalism in
India. Adah Sharma played the role of Neerja
Madhavan in the lead role in the film. Re-
nowned actors like Yashpal Sharma
also played an important role in it.
The film reflected the loss and suf-
fering that Indian soldiers and
Chhattisgarh police had to undergo
in the fight against Naxalism. The
film is based on real events. This film also
makes you aware of the ecosystem which is
working against the country. There is a dia-
logue in the film, 'Comrade Mao says, if we
want to rule India, we will have to infiltrate
the judiciary and journalism. We will have to
secure some universities for ourselves.

Adah Sharma has performed brilliantly
as an IPS officer in the lead role of the film.
The acting of other actors is also good. Vande
Veeram is a good song from the movie.
Sudipto Sen's direction is amazing. Overall,
this film should be watched to understand
the various dimensions of Naxalite terrorism.
The film not only inspires meaningful intel-

lectual discussions but also forces one to
think about the credibility of India's intellec-
tuals who are sold out for money, beauty and
beauty. At the end of the film screening,
Prayagraj Mayor Ganesh Kesarwani, who
was present as the chief guest, appealed to
the audience to come to the theaters in large
numbers to watch this meaningful film. A large
number of intelligentsia of the city were
present in this premiere show. Prominent

among them were Prof. Digambar Tangalvad,
former MLA Prabhashankar Pandey, Presi-
dent of Kashi Prayag Chitra Sadhana Samiti,
Dr. Yasharth Manjul and Secretary Vasu
Pathak, executive member Prof. Ashutosh
Singh, Executive Member Dr. Sant Prakash
Tiwari, R.S. Dwivedi Additional Commis-
sioner (High Court Works), Hari Ram
Chaurasia Additional Commissioner (V.U.S.),
Dr. Pradeep Bhatnagar, Dr. Anoop Tripathi,
Volunteer Yash Tiwari, Volunteer Krishna
Manohar, Volunteer Ravi Shankar, Volunteer
Vishnu Jaiswal, Volunteer Shridhar Tripathi,
Volunteer Santosh and a large number of
spectators were present.

Stoppage of Muri Express at Rura Railway Station
inaugurated by MP Devendra Singh "Bhole"

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Devendra
Singh 'Bhole' MP/Akbarpur
stopped train number 18310
Muri Express at Rura Rail-
way Station. But the experi-
mental stop was started by
giving the green signal.
Ashutosh Singh, Deputy
Chief Traffic Manager,
Kanpur welcomed the MP
along with other special
guests by giving them
planters and shawls.
Santosh Tripathi, Assistant
Commercial Manager,
Kanpur, Ram Ji Gupta, Mu-
nicipality President, Rura,
Shyam Moham Dubey,
Rajesh Tiwari, former mem-
ber of Railways, ZRUCC
Railways, President of Rura
Trade Board, and a large
number of general public and
Dignitaries were present.

Devendra Singh 'Bhole'
Honorable MP/Akbarpur ji,
while addressing the
people of the area, said that
in addition to Muri Express
(18310, 18309, 18102, 18101),
for the convenience of the

people of the area, train
number 13239/13240 Patna-
Kota-Patna. Stoppage of
Express has also been
started at Rura Railway Sta-
tion. With this, now people
of Rura area will be able to

have darshan of Maa
Vaishno Devi as well as
Banke Bihari ji directly from
Rura. The program was con-
ducted by Assistant Com-
mercial Manager, Kanpur
Santosh Kumar Tripathi.

"Oral Cancer  Awareness Camp" organized
KULDEEP SHUKLA

Prayagraj: "Oral Cancer
Awareness Camp" was orga-
nized on March 15 at Railway
Hospital. This was the 13th
camp organized by the Cen-
tral Hospital in the month of
March to commemorate the
centenary of the establish-
ment of the hospital. Are be-
ing organized. The main
speaker of this camp was
Assistant Divisional Medical
Officer Dr. Wilfred William. He
made people aware about the
rapidly spreading oral cancer
and said that tobacco is
mainly responsible for oral
cancer. He asked the people
to take any form of Appealed
to stop tobacco consump-
tion. Along with this, modern techniques for detecting oral cancer and available treatment were also discussed. During
this, Chief Medical Superintendent of Central Hospital, Dr. Satya Prakash Sharma, Additional Chief Medical Superin-
tendent, Dr. Reena Aggarwal. And Additional Chief Medical Director Dr. Usha Yadav also made people aware on the
above mentioned topic in the camp and appealed to the people for cooperation for tobacco free India. Sita Rani Gupta
(Chief Nursing Superintendent), Sumanti (Chief Nursing Superintendent), Tarun Jain (Senior Nursing Superintendent),
Rajkumar (Chief Pharmacist), Satyendra Kumar Maurya (Senior Pharmacist) and Shravan Kumar (Health Education
Disseminator) played important roles in organizing this camp.
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EDITORIALUrgent need to tackle perils of intoxication
BHARAT DOGRA

There is a difference of opinion regarding the results
achieved by various kinds of coercive efforts to reduce or
even ban the consumption of alcohol and other intoxi-
cants. However, there can be wide agreement on at least
four aspects of this debate. Firstly, in all conditions (with
or without coercive measures) sincere, creative public cam-
paigns which mobilize communities against the consump-
tion of alcohol and other intoxicants are extremely impor-
tant and useful. These create conditions in which alco-
holics come under the pressure of their near and dear
ones, or those whom they respect, to give up alcohol and
in turn they also receive the respect of family and commu-
nity when they stay away from liquor and intoxicants.

The community creates conditions, such as organiz-
ing gatherings in the evening to sing, discuss and also do
some constructive work, which
keep former addicts away from the
devil’s brew. Secondly these cam-
paigns cannot just be a one-time
affair. Village or hamlet level com-
mittees need to be set up, with
wider support services and with
women in the lead, which will con-
tinue such efforts on a continuing
basis. Thirdly, although liquor is
the most widely used and most
harmful intoxicant, this campaign
should seek to reduce not one but
all intoxicants, or else one may be
substituted by another. Hence the
campaign should be to also reduce
tobacco, smokeless tobacco in-
cluding gutka, drugs, opium,
ganja, etc. Last but hardly the
least, the campaign should be well-
prepared with a strong base of in-
formation regarding the harmful
impacts of various intoxicants, par-
ticularly alcohol.

This is particularly important
keeping in view the various false-
hoods and distortions spread by
the powerful lobbies relating to the sale and manufacture
of various intoxicants. According to the WHO, nearly 3
million deaths are caused in a single year due to alcohol
and as many as nearly 200 health problems have been
linked to alcohol. A study led by scientists at the London
School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine and Sweden’s
Karolinska Institute has concluded that the alcohol in-
dustry “uses denial, distortion and distraction” to mis-
lead people about the risks of developing cancer from
drinking, often employing similar tactics to those of the
tobacco industry. However, the WHO says that drinking
alcohol is a well-established risk factor for a range of can-
cers including tumours of the mouth, liver, breast, colon
and bowel, and the risk of cancer rises with the level of
alcohol consumed.

Earlier heavy drinking was linked to damage to the
brain, adverse impact of memory and dementia, but recent
findings by researchers of Oxford University and Univer-
sity College London (published in the British Medical

Journal) has found that this damage is possible also at far
lower levels of alcohol consumption. This is also confirmed
by another study involving 1300 women in the USA. Brain
damage is likely to be higher in the case of binge drinking,
particularly binge drinking involving adolescents. Accord-
ing to the Encyclopaedia of Drugs, Alcohol and Addictive
Behaviour, alcohol has been found to have a role in 44 per
cent of fatal road accidents.

Regarding non-fatal accidents, this encyclopaedia tells
us that alcohol is involved in 23 to 30 per cent of these
accidents. In the case of fatal fire and burn accidents, alco-
hol was found to have a role in 46 per cent of such acci-
dents. The World Report on Violence and Health (WRVH)
says that alcohol abuse may also be an important factor in
depression. More ominously the WRVH report says that

alcohol and drug abuse also play an important role in sui-
cide. In the USA, at least one quarter of all suicides are
reported to involve alcohol abuse. According to the Ameri-
can Psychological Association, “Alcohol use and alco-
holism can worsen existing conditions such as depression
and induce new problems such as serious memory loss,
depression or anxiety.”

According to NIH, USA, “Alcohol abuse may lead to
suicidality through disinhibition, impulsiveness and im-
paired judgment but it may also be used as a means to ease
the distress associated with an act of suicide.” Research-
ers who compared alcoholics with non-drinkers found sui-
cide tendencies in the former to be 60 times or more. Re-
search by Razvodovsky in Russia revealed that suicides
decreased in areas where vodka consumption was re-
stricted.

According to the WRVH which examined a lot of the
available studies on domestic violence, “the evidence is
that women who live with heavy drinkers run a far greater

risk of physical partner violence, and that men who have
been drinking inflict more serious violence at the time of
an assault,” More specifically this report mentions a sur-
vey in Canada which revealed that women who lived with
heavy drinkers were five times more likely to be assaulted
by their partners than those who lived with non-drinkers.

The WRVH says that both from the perspective of the
assaulter and the victim, alcohol and drug consumption
increases the risk of sexual violence, including rape. In the
context of the victim, this report says that consuming al-
cohol or drugs makes it more difficult for women to pro-
tect themselves “by interpreting and effectively acting on
warning signs.” In the context of the assaulter this report
says that alcohol has been shown to play a disinhibiting
role in certain types of sexual assault. According to a widely

cited paper on ‘alcohol and
sexual assaults’ by Antonia Ab-
bey, Tina Zawacki and others of
the National Institute of Alco-
hol Abuse and Alcoholism
(USA), “at least one half of all
violent crimes involve alcohol
consumption by the perpetrator,
the victim or both. Sexual vio-
lence fits this pattern.

Thus across disparate popu-
lation studies, researchers con-
sistently have found that ap-
proximately one half of all sexual
assaults are committed by men
who have been drinking alco-
hol. Depending on the sample
studied and the measure used,
the estimates for alcohol use
among perpetrators have
ranged from 34 to 74 per cent.”
According to another paper by
Antonia Abbey, “the peer norms
for most fraternity parties are to
drink heavily to act in an unin-
habited manner and to engage
in casual sex”. According to a

recent report from the National Task Force on College
Drinking (USA), 1400 college students die each year in
alcohol related accidents, 5,000,00 are injured and there
are 70, 000 victims of alcohol related sexual assault or date
rape. It is widely recognized that alcohol has extremely
serious adverse health impacts. According to the WHO
status report on health and alcohol (2014), in 2012 about
3.3 million net deaths or 5.9 per cent of all global deaths
were attributable to alcohol consumption – 7.6 per cent
for males and 4 per cent for females.

In 2012, 139 million net DALYs (disability adjusted life
years) or 5.1 per cent of the global burden of disease and
injury was attributable to alcohol consumption. The same
report has pointed out that the harmful use of alcohol is a
component cause of more than 200 diseases and injury
conditions. (To Be Concluded) (The writer is Honorary
Convener, Campaign to Save Earth Now. His recent books
include Planet in Peril, Protecting Earth for Children and A
Day in 2071.)

Back to the wall
In the war-torn land of Ukraine, the grim reality of a

protracted and stagnant conflict comes to the forefront.
Two years into Russia’s full-scale invasion, the front
lines have become entrenched, prompting speculation
about the effectiveness of Ukraine’s resistance and the
geopolitical implications of a seemingly endless war. In
the early stages of the conflict, Ukraine, fuelled by West-
ern support and advanced weaponry, staged impressive
counter-offensives, liberating over half of the territory
seized by Russia since February 2022. However, the tides
have turned, and progress has ground to a halt. The
recent reshuffling of Ukraine’s armed forces leadership
speaks volumes about President Volodymyr Zelenskky’s
frustration with the lack of momentum, hinting at the
internal challenges faced by the Ukrainian military. A
critical factor in this quagmire is the shifting dynamics
of international aid. Data from a German think-tank re-
veals that European aid, although outpacing American
assistance in near-term delivery, falls short in supplying
crucial military equipment. The European Union’s ad-
mission that only half of the promised 1 million artillery
shells will be delivered raises concerns about the bloc’s
commitment to Ukraine’s defence. Meanwhile, Russia’s
growing advantage in artillery firepower, coupled with
the influx of ammunition from unexpected sources like
North Korea, tilts the balance in its favour. The war
tracker’s depiction of heavy fighting along the eastern
and southern fronts, especially the capture of Avdiivka,
underscores the toll on Ukraine’s forces. A major in
Ukraine’s armed forces admitted that with more equip-
ment and ammunition, the battle might have had a differ-
ent outcome. This setback raises questions about
Ukraine’s ability to hold its ground against an increas-
ingly formidable adversary. Despite these challenges,
Ukraine has found success at sea, inflicting significant
damage on Russia in the Black Sea. The destruction of
25 surface ships and one submarine, along with the sink-
ing of another valuable vessel, has established a strate-
gic corridor for essential exports. This maritime success
serves as a glimmer of hope, showcasing Ukraine’s resil-
ience and adaptability even in the face of adversity. Eco-
nomically, Ukraine’s ability to maintain its grain and other
exports via this strategic corridor is commendable. Ex-
ports of grain, oilseeds, and vegetable oils in January
exceeded levels from previous years, illustrating a de-
gree of economic buoyancy amid the chaos of war. How-
ever, the underlying question remains. How long can
Ukraine sustain this economic momentum without sub-
stantial territorial gains on land?

The Ukraine-Russia war has morphed into a complex
and protracted conflict with no immediate resolution in
sight. While Ukraine’s naval successes and economic
resilience are commendable, the stalemate on the ground
demands a re-evaluation of international support. The
wavering commitment of key allies and the relentless
advancement of Russia underscore the urgency for a
cohesive and robust strategy to ensure Ukraine’s terri-
torial integrity and long-term stability. As the war inches
into its third year, the world watches a conflict that de-
fies easy resolution.

ETHANOL  AMBITIONS
The Global Biofuel Alliance, announced at the G20 summit on 9 September 2023 in New Delhi,

has the potential to generate opportunities worth billions of US dollars in the coming years.
DR J P GUPTA

The Global Biofuel Alliance, announced at the G20
summit on 9 September 2023 in New Delhi, has the poten-
tial to generate opportunities worth billions of US dollars
in the coming years. The global ethanol market was val-
ued at $99.06 billion in 2022 and is predicted to grow at a
CAGR of 5.1 per cent by 2032, surpassing $162.12 billion
by 2032. According to the International Energy Agency
(IEA), there is a 3.5-5x biofuels growth po-
tential by 2050 due to Net Zero targets, cre-
ating a significant opportunity for India.
Sustainable Biomass in many varieties, with
its vast indigenous yearly availability, will
lead to the indigenous production of
enough biofuel energy, supporting addi-
tional revenues for agricultural growth, en-
vironmental sustainability, pollution abate-
ment, and financial security supplementing
and slowly replacing fossil fuels.

Technological cooperation must be
made within G20 partners for the success
of the Biofuel Alliance. India proposed col-
laboration on biofuels within the
IndoPacific Economic Framework (IPEF) to
ensure energy security, affordability, and
accessibility through sustainable biofuels.
This IPEF was launched jointly by the US
and other partner countries in the Indo-Pa-
cific region, including Japan, Australia, and
seven Asian members. India also empha-
sized technology transfer through joint
ventures in the clean energy pillar. This pro-
posal was supported by the G20 countries
and 12 global organisations, including the World Bank,
Asian Development Bank, International Energy Agency,
International Energy Forum and others. This will help G20
nations reduce their dependence on fossil fuels; their over-
all imports of fossil fuels can be reduced by billions of US
dollar within the next 3-5 years, helping them meet sus-
tainable development and carbon emission reduction goals.

Biogas can generate an opportunity of 200 billion, con-
sidering the least investment required, compared to other
energy generation options and easy availability of raw-
materials. Bio energy/ Biogas in principle, has the poten-
tial to replace fossil fuels completely, especially to decar-
bonize the transport sector. This initiative will also align
with India’s ambitious goal of achieving Net Zero by 2070.
Bioenergy stands as a pivotal force in India’s pursuit of

sustainable development, offering multifaceted benefits
beyond energy production, contributing to the circular
economy, and promoting an environmentally conscious
lifestyle (LiFE).

In addition, it unlocks carbon credit potential and
drives decarbonization efforts, making a significant con-
tribution to achieving Nationally Determined Contribu-

tions (NDCs) for emission reductions. This aligns with
climate goals, enabling India to make tangible strides in
mitigating climate change impacts globally. The govern-
ment has undertaken important initiatives such as the
National Bioenergy Programme, SAMARTH Scheme, and
SATAT (Efficient Bioenergy technologies), among oth-
ers. Augmenting Farmers’ Livelihoods: Farmers, being the
backbone of societies, are benefitted by agricultural
growth. Bioenergy initiatives offer farmers a pathway to-
wards enhanced livelihoods by providing opportunities
for additional income streams. Through the cultivation of
biomass feedstock such as agricultural residues, energy
and protein rich crops, and organic waste, farmers can
diversify their revenue sources while contributing to the
renewable energy sector.

Moreover, the establishment of bioenergy facilities in
rural areas stimulates local employment and entrepreneur-
ship, thereby uplifting rural communities by reducing mi-
gration to large cities and thus augmenting their standard
of living. Enhancing Energy Security: Substantial and ever
growing crude oil imports contribute to major dependency
and cause a drain on India’s dollar resources. A paradigm

shift that sees Biom-
ass as the new crude
oil is needed as
Bioenergy serves as
the cornerstone of
fortifying India’s en-
ergy security by re-
ducing reliance on
fossil fuel imports
and broadening the
energy portfolio. As
a locally sourced re-
newable resource,
bioenergy mitigates
vulnerabilities linked
to geopolitical ten-
sions and fluctuating
global energy mar-
kets as well as the vi-
cissitudes of the oil
cartel. Additionally,
d e c e n t r a l i z e d
bioenergy facilities
enable communities
to tap into local re-

sources, strengthening energy resilience at the grassroots
level. There is a need to set up Bio Compressed Plants and
world-class-sized biorefineries in almost all states in India.
India needs ethanol for the E20 and E30 target. Ethanol
blend to partly decarbonize diesel is also being adopted,
creating a sizable additional demand. Ethanol is also the
basic and main feedstock for SAF and renewable diesel
via ATJ pathway. There is scope for over 50 large bio-
refineries (1000-1500 KLPD standard size in the USA and
EU) to reach the E30 programme and meeting diesel and
SAF demand. To reach the Government’s target of E30 by
2030, we would need 18 million tons of ethanol for blend-
ing in gasoline and more ethanol if 5 per cent blending in
diesel and SAF production is adopted. The current pro-
duction is around 4 million tons, leaving a wide gap. India’s

gasoline consumption would reach 60 million tons/year
by 2030. Biofuels alone will not replace other energy
sources but will have a major role. Being highoctane and
clean burning, they would cut down PM2.5 emissions and
pollution in India’s major cities by making gasoline and
diesel more clean burning. Over 800 biomass power
projects have been installed with a combined capacity of
10,632 MW for power generation and 140 tons/day for
compressed biogas production.

The country is also developing a market for bio-prod-
ucts like biomass pellets. Government initiatives, with a
mandate for a minimum 5 per cent utilization of biomass in
thermal power plants, and the STAT scheme, which pro-
motes the use of CBG in transportation, along with amend-
ments to the National Policy on Biofuels in 2018, contrib-
ute to this growth. The national policy on biofuels now
allows a wider range of feedstock for biofuel production
with immediate aims for a 20 per cent blending of ethanol
in petrol by 2025-26.

The 2023 Indian budget proposed the establishment
of 500 new wasteto-wealth plants under the Goverdhan
Scheme, including 200 CBG plants. The focus is on diver-
sifying to advance feedstock to minimize land use for price
and other environmental factors. Technologies like cellu-
losic ethanol and biomass waste Fischer-Tropsch are be-
ing developed to expand non-food crop biofuel produc-
tion. But there are challenges. G The government’s plan
recognizes feedstock availability as the first challenge for
ethanol-blended fuel.

There is an urgent need for second[1]generation feed-
stock from non-food sources, such as cellulose. Also, the
maize route for ethanol production needs to be acceler-
ated. G Bioenergy growth needs consistent government
policies. G Only a few states in India, like UP, Maharashtra,
Karnataka, Punjab, and Haryana, are major agricultural
producers. In view of this, extensive infrastructure is
needed for the storage, transportation, and distribution of
ethanol throughout the country. G Modifying petrol pumps
to use E20 at all locations throughout the country.

Bioenergy systems exemplify circular economy prin-
ciples by efficiently utilizing organic waste streams like
agricultural residues and forestry waste for renewable
energy production, minimizing waste generation, conserv-
ing resources, mitigating pollution, and fostering sustain-
able production and consumption patterns. Bioenergy
emerges as a transformative agent poised to reshape
India’s socioeconomic landscape.
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DM sent woman injured in accident
in his vehicle for treatment

After primary treatment referred to Divisional Hospital
UJALA SHIKHAR

Mirzapur: The DM sent
the woman injured in the ac-
cident near BHU Barkachha
South Campus in the rural
Kotwali area of the district
to Madihan Health Center
in her vehicle. Got it sent.
Phula Devi, a resident of
Toswan, who reached the
hospital, was referred to the
Divisional Hospital after
first aid. After sending the
woman to the hospital, DM
Priyanka Niranjan, Addi-
tional District Magistrate
Shiv Pratap Shukla left for
the destination. It was told
that the accident happened
when Phula Devi was go-
ing by bike to her maternal
home in Lalpur with her
nephew on Friday. The bike
jumped on the breaker near
BHU South Campus
Barkachha. Due to the
speed of the motorcycle in-
creasing, the old woman
jumped and fell on the road.
Meanwhile, DM Priyanka

Niranjan, who was passing
by, noticed the woman. His
car got braked. Therefore,
the Additional District
Magistrate and the District
Information Officer who
were traveling along also
stopped. The District Mag-
istrate got down from the
car and inquired about the
condition of the injured.
Seeing his condition, the
woman was sent for treat-
ment in the accompanying
vehicle. Not only this, along
with sending District Infor-
mation Officer Om Prakash
Upadhyay, he was also
asked to make arrangements
for proper treatment. Dr.
Radheshyam Verma and the
staff members provided first
aid to the woman who
reached Primary Health Cen-
ter Madihan in a govern-
ment vehicle. The woman
was referred to the Divi-
sional Hospital for better ex-
amination and treatment.

3-year-old boy drowned
in a pond while playing
Chaos among the family members

 REPORT DILIP KUMAR

Aliganj/Etah: A 3-year-old boy suddenly drowned in a
pond while playing in Aliganj area. When it was discov-
ered, the dead body of Jav Valak was seen floating on the
water. According to the information received by Gurubar,
3 year old boy Kaushal of Sanjeev, resident of village
Gadhiya Bharapura of Aliganj police station area, who was

going to the farm with his
mother. It was told that his
mother Sarita Who
reached her farm. But her
walker did not reach there.
It was told that there is a
pond on the road where
her farm is. The child
started playing on the
banks of the pond and
suddenly drowned in the
pond. After a long time, the
child was not found. The

search was started. After about 3 hours, Valak's body was
found floating on the water in the pond when it was re-
ported that the body of a child was floating in the water.
The body was quickly taken out of the pond. And the
family took him to CHC Aliganj. The doctors who came
declared him dead during examination. The boy's uncle
Pradeep gave an application at Kotwali Aliganj and after
necessary action, the body was sent to the PM. This inci-
dent created an uproar among the family members.

Veteran Samajwadi leader, retired
Major Dr. Ashish Shakya joined BJP
 CORRESPONDENT VAIBHAV PACHAURI

Etah: Senior leader of Samajwadi Party, retired Major
Dr. Ashish Shakya along with all the officials and workers
joined Bharatiya Janata Party under the leadership of MP
Rajveer Singh Raju Bhaiya and District President Sandeep
Jain. Following are the prominent leaders who joined Dr.

Ashish Shakya: Former head Barelal Shakya, Head Ashok
Shakya Bantu, Surendra Shakya Director DCB, Narendra
Shakya District Minister Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh Etah,
Satyendra Shakya Former Director Urban Cooperative
Bank, Indresh Shakya Former Head, Dr. Abhishek Shakya,
Dr. Rishabh Yadav, Shashank Shakya Pradhan, Gajendra
Shakya, Dr. Hariom Shakya joined BJP along with all the
leaders and workers!

As per party's strategy, we must accomplish task
under strength of our booth: MP Rajveer Singh

CORRESPONDENT VAIBHAV PACHAURI

Etah: A meeting was
held under the chairmanship
of Honorable District Presi-
dent Sandeep Jain at the
District BJP Office, Etah
District, located on the
Road. While giving infor-
mation, District Media In-
charge, Agrim Jain said that
the current popular MP and
BJP's Etah Lok Sabha can-
didate, Honorable Rajveer
Singh Raju Bhaiya was
present as the chief guest
in the meeting. In Friday's
meeting, all the Municipal
and Nagar Panchayat Presi-
dents and Councilors from
BJP of Etah district and the
candidates for Municipality
and Nagar Panchayat Presi-
dent and Councilors from
Bharatiya Janata Party, all
the Mandal Presidents of
Bhartendu Party, all Shakti
Kendra Convenors, District
Panchayats were present.
Addressing the post of
President, District
Panchayat Member, BJP
candidates who won and
contested elections, Presi-
dents of all Cooperative
Committees of Etah district,
and District Officers and
workers, Chief Guest MP
Rajveer Singh Raju Bhaiya
said that it is expected that
in the coming one or In two
days, the code of conduct
will come into force after the
Election Commission an-
nounces the Lok Sabha
elections 2024. In such a
situation, he told all the

people present in the meet-
ing that from the point of
view of Lok Sabha in Etah,
the main election office of
BJP has been started in

Suresh Puri and there will
be election offices in the re-
maining four assembly con-
stituencies like Marhara,
Kasganj, Amapur and
Patiali. While addressing
the party officials and work-
ers, the MP said that from
the point of view of the or-
ganization, every official
and worker will keep his at-
tention focused on his re-
spective booth, division,
assembly and district as per
his responsibilities. We
have to complete our work
as per our party's plan un-
der "Apna Booth Sabse
Strongest". We have to

mark each of our booths as
Grade A, B and C and make
efforts to improve its grade.

To achieve Bharatiya
Janata Party's target of

crossing 400 this time and
to win our Lok Sabha with a
record victory by a huge
margin, we all need to make
concrete preparations at our
respective booths and also
identify each worker and
give them their responsibili-
ties. It will have to be told
and it will have to be imple-
mented. In every victory,
the maximum credit goes to
the booth worker because
the booth worker is the
foundation of the organiza-
tion. He also said that in the
elections, all the leaders
from the Center and the
state will come and present

their plans, but only a
booth worker does the work
of bringing those plans on
the ground. The MP told
that before coming to the

meeting, he had inaugu-
rated schemes worth Rs 25
crore at Etah Railway Sta-
tion.

There was a wave of
joy among the officials and
workers when the MP told
that soon after the Lok
Sabha elections, Etah is
going to get a big gift from
the Central Government.
The MP said that SP and
BSP do not have any vis-
ible policies, hence their tra-
ditional vote bank has com-
pletely shifted towards BJP.
While giving information in
the meeting, the MP said
that the nomination for Etah

Lok Sabha elections will be
held in Kasganj. He ap-
pealed to all the officials,
workers and respected
people of Etah Lok Sabha

to be present with him in
Kasganj during his nomina-
tion. While presiding over
the program, District Presi-
dent Sandeep Jain ji said
that all the officials and
workers should participate
in all the campaigns run by
the Bharatiya Janata Party
such as the beneficiary
campaign, public relations
campaign to reach the
party's literature to the
masses, party's micro dona-
tion program, NaMo App.
Asked to distribute the
copy of Honorable
President's speech to the
people through booth

presidents, to distribute
suggestion boxes to the
people through the party's
suggestions and to make
the campaigns etc. suc-
cessful, Etah district's par-
ticipation was asked to be
kept at the top in the entire
state.

During the meeting,
Honorable MP Rajveer
Singh Raju Bhaiya, District
President Sandeep Jain ji,
Marhara MLA Virendra
Singh Lodhi ji, Etah Lok
Sabha convenor Pratyendra
Pal Singh Pappu ji, Etah
Municipality President
Mrs. Sudha Gupta, Presi-
dent of Etah Urban Coop-
erative Bank were present
on the stage. Gajendra
Chauhan Bablu, Sheoraj
Singh, Block Chief Ravi
Verma, Block Chief
Pushpendra Verma, Lok
Sabha Speaker Arjun Saini
and District General Secre-
tary Sushil Gupta were
present. On this occasion,
in the meeting Vijay Mishra,
District Media Incharge
Agrim Jain, Sachin
Upadhyay, Abhay
Chauhan, Vivek Jain,
Saurav Gupta, Brijesh
Gupta, Pradeep
Bhamashah, Devendra
Bhadoria, Dharamveer
Gehlot, Rajesh Yadav, Ved
Prakash Yadav, Dolly
Saxena, Geeta Varshney. ,
Seema Varshney etc., hun-
dreds of officials and work-
ers were present.

New Executive Board Announced
for ABVP Alld Univ Unit

Alok Tripathi assumes presidency,
Ayushman Chauhan appointed Secretary

UJALA SHIKHAR

 Prayagraj: Alok
Tripathi has been elected
as the President of the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi
Parishad (ABVP) unit at
Allahabad University,
with Ayushman Chauhan
taking on the role of
Secretary. The an-
nouncement was made
during a ceremony
attended by ABVP's
State Secretary, Abhay
Pratap Singh, who

extended his congratula-
tions to the newly
appointed members.

Alok Tripathi, the
newly elected President,
is pursuing a five-year
law course at Allahabad
University and previ-
ously served as the unit
minister. Hailing from
Holagarh, Prayagraj,
Alok completed his
primary education in
Pratapgarh. Ayushman
Chauhan, the newly
elected Secretary, is a
second-year undergradu-
ate student at Allahabad
University and has been
an active member of
ABVP for an extended
period. The ABVP
executive board is

appointed annually and
remains operational
throughout the academic
session. Over its 75-year
journey, ABVP has
evolved into the largest
student organization
globally, catering to
various sections of
society. The organization
continues to expand and
strengthen, resolving
student issues effectively.

In his announcement,

Alok Tripathi pledged to
address prevalent issues
within the university and
expressed his commit-
ment to making the
Allahabad University unit
an exemplary one.

Additionally, the
following members were
elected to serve as Vice
Presidents: Adwitiya
Kumari, Himanshu
Pandey, Akhilesh
Kushwaha, Prakash
Singh, Dheeraj Pandey,
and Amar Singh.
Rishabh Sharma, Rahul
Singh, Anantha Dubey,
Anuj Maurya, Atul
Yadav, and Gangadhar
have been appointed as
Joint Secretaries of the
ABVP unit.

ENO Chewy Bites-First of its Kind Tasty Chewable Antacid
 Prayagraj: ENO, a lead-

ing digestive brand by
Haleon (erstwhile
G l a x o S m i t h K l i n e
ConsumerHealthcare),
proudly announces the
launch of the first-of-its
kind chewable antacid,
'ENO Chewy Bites' available
in two tasty flavours, Tangy
Lemon, and Zesty Orange.

For over five decades,
ENO has stood as a trusted
ally for millions, offering fast
relief from acidity. New ENO
Chewy Bites addresses the
Key consumer need states
of convenience and access.
Whether you're at the air-
port, train station, restau-
rants, or malls just Chew
these new tasty Chewy
Bites and get ENO's trusted
fast and effective relief.

ENO Chewy Bites con-

tains natural ingredients,
carrying the power 1000 mg
of Khatika Churna which
gets to work on acidity
within 1 min.ENO Chewy
Bites is gentle on the stom-
ach and can be consumed
by both adults
andchildrenabove12yearsofage.It
is available in three SKUs-
Single's pillow pouch, pack
of 10s & pack of 30s.

Bringing the revolution-
ary new product to life ENO
Chewy Bites TV, Print and
social media communica-
tion would belive in all ma-
jor channels and publica-
tions. The TV ad shows a
father and son duo in a food
expedition in a birthday
party of a friend-a typical
out of home food moment,
when their enjoyment
comes to a sudden halt due

and anywhere conve-
nience.

TheTVC has been
conceptualised by Ogilvy &
Mather, India and devel-
oped by Director SurjoDeb
of Ubik films. Speaking on
ENO launching new Chew-
able format, Ms. Anurita
Chopra, Head of Marketing,
said, "As a legacy brand in
digestive care, ENO
recognises the evolving
needs and preferences of its
consumers. ENO Chewy
Bites is a testament to our
commitment to innovation
and passion for enhancing
everyday well-being of its
consumers with a more
convenient format. Our goal
is to bring not just instant
relief but also provide a
more suitable option for
consumption. With this

revolutionary launch, we're
offering a unique and enjoy-
able way to address acid-
ity, all while reinforcing the
trust and reliability that the
brand is known for."

Speaking on there
volutionary launch, Mr.
Kishlay Seth,Category
Lead-Digestive Health,
said, "Modern lifestyle has
increased out of home and
on the go snacking
behaviour resulting in an in-
creased incidence of acidity
when we are outside. Such
situations require a fast ac-
tion solution which is con-
venient to carry and con-
sume. New ENOChewyBites
is tasty, chewable, easy to
carry and requires no water,
thus offering our consumers
the trusted ENO relief any-
time, anywhere.

to acidity and at that key
moment of interruption

ENO Chewy Bites comes as
a saviour with its any time



6PRAYAGRAJ  SATURDAY, 16 MARCH 2024PRAYAGRAJ/STATES

Game of overloading begins at ghat in
Kaushambi; how did those responsible fail?

UJALA SHIKHAR / ANKIT THAKUR

Kaushambi: Mafia is
getting rich in front of four
rulers, accidents are hap-
pening to the passengers
due to the transportation of
ghats like Malamal,
Manjhiyari, Pabhosha,
Kataiya, Bhakhanda,
Maheva, Sewari. Shikar... A
wonderful drama is going
on between the sand mafia
and the administration of
the district. It is such a game
of overload full of drama,
reel and action that what-
ever is shown to Hakim, he
sees only that and that too
with full action. Day or
night, the sand mafia is de-
frauding the government
by overloading the trucks
and dumpers from the
ghats and that too in front
of the government officials.
The biggest revenue in the
district is obtained from
sand mining, but when the
district does not get any
revenue and that too due to
the sand ghat mafias then it

is natural to raise questions.
Hundreds of overloaded
vehicles are leaving the

ghats of the district every
day. The district administra-
tion has claimed many times
to stop them, but after be-
ing under control for a few
days, the business of over-
loading and illegal sand ex-

traction starts again. To curb
this, the officers who were
alert on the ghats and roads

suddenly become soft. Hi-
tech cameras installed on the
roads also make excuses to
catch them. After this the
sand game again reaches
the same pace.

This business has been

going on in the district for
the last many years. The
police cannot directly catch

the sand carts. Even after
this, police interference in
sand business is not de-
creasing. She stops the
trucks in the name of check-
ing documents and from
here the drama of bargain-

ing begins. It is good if the
deal is struck, otherwise the
vehicle is stopped by some-
one claiming that some
document is missing, after
which the truck driver is
made to make rounds of the
police and officials. To save
the caught vehicle owner
from all these problems, the
police also offers him to
enter the police station. If
the matter is resolved then
it is fine, otherwise action
is taken. This loss is much
more than giving entry to
the police, in such a situa-
tion the vehicle owners
start giving entry to the
police, due to which the
mafia is in front of the help-
less officer, while the ghats
like Manjiyari, Pabhosha,
Kataiya, Bhakhanda,
Maheva, Sewari are facing
losses. Every day, passen-
gers traveling by transport
are becoming victims of ac-
cidents somewhere or the
other, losing their lives.

Kumari Jyotsna made university
proud by representing India

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Jyotsna Singh of
Allahabad University, B.Sc. Student of.
2nd Year (Zoology Botany Chemistry),
was selected to participate in AYIMUN
(Asia Youth International Model United
Nations 13th) organized by International
Global Network (IGN) at Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia from 26-29 January, 2024. She
was one of the 28 delegates. They were
selected from India to participate and
represented Allahabad University on the
global platform. He spoke at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) commit-
tee about global integrated actions to
reduce the number of income inequali-
ties. He presented his inaugural address
as Congo's representative and presented
a basic overview of how the Democratic
Republic of the Congo strives to put the
country's best interests at the forefront
despite internal and external conflicts.
There were representatives from 144
countries and they discussed and de-
bated the functioning of the United Na-
tions and how some changes need to be
made by nations so that the problems of
hunger, poverty and economic inequali-
ties around the world are given such so-
lutions for the future of development.

Sustainable for the World. She was the
block leader of her group which included
powerful countries like China and the US
and she defended her draft resolution in

front of the panel, jury and other del-
egates and was successful in passing the
resolution with maximum votes. His pre-
sentation was appreciated by the lead-
ers and he also got the opportunity to be
featured on their social platforms.

Pradeep Tiwari getting
widespread support from

every section in HCBA polls
UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: In the High Court Bar Association elections,
Advocate Pradeep Kumar Tiwari "Aasra" did extensive
public contact in the court premises for the post of Senior

Vice President. During the contact, Pradeep Tiwari got a
lot of support from senior and young advocates. During
the interaction in the court premises, participation of many
former Bar officials and senior advocates of the High Court
as well as a large number of women advocates represent-
ing half of the population was seen.

Roll for Poll "A subject for contemplation"
Social worker, advocate and writer, Dr. Kusum Pandey

UJALA SHIKHAR

As we all know that Lok
Sabha elections 2024 is
very near now and every-
one is engaged in election
discussions in their own
way. I am also thinking that
this time our voters are try-
ing to do something new. In
the 75th year of indepen-
dence, the Lok Sabha elec-
tions should also be as
bright as a diamond, so the
first requirement is that the
voter should go to the poll-
ing station and cast his
vote. You might be wonder-
ing what is new in this? We
just have to make our
thoughts new. There are
still a large number of
people who do not under-
stand the importance of
their vote. This is why at
some polling stations even
10 votes are not cast. That
is why it is now necessary
to identify areas with low
turnout and run an aware-
ness campaign there with
full force. This campaign
should be both government
and non-government. In
our country, voting should
also be celebrated as a great
festival, just like before the
arrival of any festival, we
start preparing for it, what

to wear, how to clean the
house, what dish to make,
what gift to give. If you start
thinking about all the issues
in advance, then the same
should be done during the
great festival of voting.

Our Uttar Pradesh is a
state with the highest num-
ber of voters, hence the re-
sponsibility of the people
here towards democracy in-
creases even more, but this
is not visible from the vot-
ing percentage. In the 2019
elections, only 59.11 per-
cent voting took place here
i.e. 40.89 people voted. And

what is even more disturb-
ing is that the condition of
VIP Colony is even worse.
Those people show a lot of
political outspokenness
but do not come out of the
house to vote. Take

Prayagraj for example, the
voting percentage is always
low in the northern assem-
bly constituency of this
city where universities and
many colleges are located.
If the Commission has
started "Role for Poll" in
Lucknow, the role of the
Commission should be simi-
lar in other districts also.

This is a very commendable
step. An awareness cam-
paign should be conducted
targeting the apartments
and private societies in the
city because this time poll-
ing stations are also being
set up there. If such a mean-
ingful effort is being made
at the government level,
then we should also encour-
age the voters to roll for the
polls from now onwards.
You should become aware.
You should find out your
identity card, Aadhar card,
voter ID and also find out if
your name is in the voter
list. Many times people
want to vote but their name
is not there, they should
definitely pay attention to
"My vote is my right". Voter
awareness campaign
should be conducted as
necessary even at the vol-
untary level. Only our small
efforts can turn our voting
into a great festival. It
should be the effort of all
our countrymen that in this
Lok Sabha election, we
should remove our apathy
and vote in large numbers
with our positive thinking
and elect a healthy govern-
ment for our country.

Construction of big cow shed
still in limbo, DM angry

UJALA SHIKHAR

Bhadohi: DM Vishal's displeasure skyrocketed after
seeing the incomplete construction work of the huge
cowshed in Udaikaranpur village of Aurai block. The
people responsible for the premises under construction
were reprimanded and instructed to complete the incom-
plete works within a week and submit the report. Seeing
the DM at the said work place, it was common among the
people to say that till now lakhs of rupees have been
spent in the name of cow protection, which is one of the
priorities of the state, but there has been no reduction in

their number from roads to fields and barns. Whereas
according to the data of Animal Husbandry Department,
till now 6600 such cows are taking protection in 03 per-
manent and 28 temporary cowsheds which were com-
pletely destitute. The government has increased the cost
of maintenance from Rs 30 per cow to Rs 50 by Septem-
ber 2023. In order to put an end to the questions being
raised every day regarding the helpless cows, priority is
being given to increasing the number of cow protection
centres. CVO DP Singh said that 80% work of
Udaikaranpur Large Cowshala has been completed. A
total of four sheds have been built, out of which three
sheds have been completed. Solar panels will be installed
in the fourth shed for flooring, a manger and lighting
arrangements. A plan has been prepared to get the bound-
ary wall work done through MNREGA. For this, formali-
ties are still pending from CDO level. Assistant Engineer,
JE Rural Engineering, members of the executing organiza-
tion were present at the time of inspection.

CDO and BSA honoured the teacher
Teacher & Shikshamitra Sangh congratulated on

increasing pride of Sujauna, Jasra
UJALA SHIKHAR

Bara, Prayagraj: Under the New Education Policy 2020
and Nipun Bharat Abhiyan, the Principal of Upper Pri-
mary School, Sujauna Jasra Prayagraj, Shyamakant
Dwivedi, Chief Development Officer Gaurav Kumar and
District Basic Education Officer Praveen Kumar Tiwari
advised the teachers to meet the standards of Nipun
schools. In a grand function at District Panchayat Audi-
torium Prayagraj on Friday, Upper Primary School Sujauna
of Jasra development block is presenting its different

image through its innovations, scientific activities, math-
ematics competitions and interesting teaching work. The
children here are showing success in various competi-
tions. District President of Uttar Pradesh Primary
Shikshamitra Sangh, Wasim Ahmed said that on the
strength of the hard work of the teachers and
Shikshamitras working in Sujauna, innovation is also being
done in the school along with mathematics competition,
science competition. Uttar Pradesh Junior Teachers As-
sociation District General Secretary Rajendra Anuragi,
Block President Manoj Pathak, Uttar Pradesh Primary
Shikshamitra Association Block President Sumant
Bhargava, Primary Teachers Association President SP
Singh and General Secretary Saroj Singh Patel all con-
gratulated the school family on this achievement.

SP became BJP member,
left SP and joined BJP

UJALA SHIKHAR

 Lakhimpur Kheri: Impressed by the policies of Bharatiya
Janata Party and the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, youth leader Kamlesh Maurya, resident of

Pritampurwa, left SP, former councilor and current division
president of South Third Lucknow Vinod Maurya, MLA of
Sarojini Nagar Assembly Dr. Rajeshwar Singh, Union Min-
ister Government of India Kaushal Kishore. Joined the BJP
family by taking membership of BJP under the guidance of.
This time it was resolved to achieve the target of crossing
400 in the upcoming Lok Sabha elections.

Phaphamau club's
hard-fought victory

UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Phaphamau Club defeated Bhanu Pratap
Singh Club by one wicket and got full points in the Colo-
nel MR Sherwani Senior Division League. In the match
played on Friday at Phaphamau ground, Bhanu Pratap
Singh Club scored 229 runs in 39.4 overs (Shubham Gupta
67, Rishabh Singh Made 58, Atharva Prajapati 23,
Divyanshu Yadav 21, Priyanshu Yadav 3/31, Mohammad
Usman 2/40, Gaurav Pathak 2/41). In reply, Phaphamau
Club scored 230 runs for 9 wickets in 39.5 overs (Gulshan
Verma 49, Nitin Yadav 39, Shubham 34, Mohammad Usman
21 not out, Gaurav Pathak 20, Suvrat Prasad Tiwari 4/43,
Shubham Gupta 2/43, Vishal Yadav 2 /69) Made it. Shishir
Mehrotra and Rahul Singh umpired and Ashish Bhartiya
did the scoring in the match.

Northern Command Investiture Ceremony on March 21
UJALA SHIKHAR

Prayagraj: Indian Army's
Northern Command will
honour its gallant and dis-
tinguished soldiers and
units at a grand Investiture
Ceremony to be held at
Prayagraj Military Station,
Uttar Pradesh on
March 21. The
awardees will be felici-
tated for their excep-
tional bravery, com-
mendable devotion to
duty and distinguished
service to the nation.
The bravery and sacri-
fices of the soldiers
serving in the Northern
Command, highlights
their resilience, dedica-
tion, and unwavering
commitment to protect-
ing their homeland.

Northern Com-
mand is the most op-
erationally active com-
mands of Indian Army and
is at the forefront of the
Nation's efforts to counter
the most serious challenge
to her security, the scourge
of terrorism. The troops of
the Command are "Always
in Combat", aptly reflecting
the motto of the Northern
Command.

The Northern Com-

mand, a crucial military for-
mation tasked with safe-
guarding India's northern
borders, has a storied his-
tory marked by numerous
achievements like Opera-
tion Meghdoot, Kargil War,

Counter-terrorism opera-
tions, Cross border surgical
strikes and Humanitarian
assistance and disaster re-
lief operations & Peace-
keeping missions. The
achievements showcase
the Northern Command's
vital role in safeguarding
India's national interests,
protecting its borders, and

upholding its sovereignty.
The dedication, valour, and
professionalism of the sol-
diers serving in the North-
ern Command remain in-
strumental in ensuring the
security and well-being of

the nation.
All the invitees will get

to know the gallantry of In-
dian Army, their valour
knows no bounds, their
sacrifices unspoken but
deeply felt. They are the
unsung heroes of the
Northern Command, whose
bravery echoes through the
valleys and reverberate

across the nation and
Prayagraj Station is be-
stowed with this responsi-
bility due to its rich culture
and tradition.

Lt Gen MV Suchindra
Kumar, PVSM, AVSM,

YSM, VSM, General
Officer Commanding in
Chief, Northern Com-
mand would be felicitat-
ing the officers and sol-
diers of the Indian Army
with gallantry and dis-
tinguished service
awards for their acts of
bravery beyond the call
of duty and distin-
guished service to the
nation for their bravery,
units would be con-
ferred with GOC-in-C
unit appreciation in rec-
ognition of their excep-
tional professionalism
and unparalleled

achievements. A large num-
ber of military personnel,
distinguished dignitaries
and proud families of the
award winners would be at-
tending the ceremony, in-
formed Samir
Gangakhedkar, Group Cap-
tain, Public Relations Of-
ficer, Ministry of Defence,
Prayagraj.
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Hockey India unveils plan to prepare next
generation of drag-flickers and goalkeepers
New Delhi (Agency):

Hockey India, today a
ground-breaking initiative
aimed at investing in the
future of the sport through
specialized coaching target-
ing young drag-flickers
and goalkeepers across the
nation.

This decision follows a
pivotal meeting convened
to discuss the crucial as-
pects of Goalkeeping &
Drag Flicking Coaching at
the grassroots level.

The meeting saw the
participation of eminent
former India goalkeepers
including Adrian D’Souza,
Bharat Chetri, Yogita Bali,
Helen Mary, Dipika Murty,
Akash Chikte, PT Rao,
along with illustrious former
India drag-flickers Rupinder
Pal Singh, Jugraj Singh, VR
Raghunath, and Gurjinder
Singh.

Hockey India President
Dilip Tirkey, Secretary Gen-
eral Bhola Nath Singh, Trea-
surer Sekar Manoharan,
and High-Performance Di-
rector Herman Kruis, also
were involved in these de-
liberations, joining the meet-

ing virtually.
The unveiled plan

places a paramount empha-
sis on nurturing talent at
the grassroots level, with a

focused approach towards
identifying and honing
gifted players in the pivotal
positions of drag-flickers
and goalkeepers.

Speaking on the initia-
tive, Rupinder Pal Singh

said, “it is truly remarkable,
providing young talents
with invaluable learning
opportunities as they glean
insights and refine their

skills under our guidance.
Moreover, it presents a
wonderful chance for us to
pass down the wisdom ac-
cumulated through years of
experience, nurturing the
next generation of hockey

stars and fostering a culture
of mentorship and growth.”

Helen Mary commented,
“This initiative marks a sig-
nificant step forward in goal-

keeper development and for
nurturing future drag-flick-
ers. It’s particularly benefi-
cial for aspiring grassroots
goalkeepers and players of
all genders. The pathway
from sub-juniors to juniors

and ultimately the national
team is now clearer, spark-
ing excitement among
coaches to witness the
progress of all age groups.
This promises to be a prom-
ising journey ahead.”

“As a former goal-
keeper, I applaud Hockey
India for spearheading this
transformative initiative.
Investing in grassroots de-
velopment is pivotal for the
long-term success of Indian
hockey. By focusing on cru-
cial positions like
goalkeeping from the
grassroots level, Hockey
India is laying a sturdy foun-
dation for our national
teams.

“This program not only
nurtures talent but also in-
stills a sense of pride and
passion for the sport among
youngsters, ensuring a
steady supply of skilled
players for years to come. I
believe this initiative will be
instrumental in shaping the
future of Indian hockey
and elevating our teams to
greater heights on the glo-
bal stage.” said former goal-
keeper Bharat Chetri.

It’ s not possible to be without Virat Kohli at
the T20 World Cup, says Kris Srikkanth

New Delhi (Agency):
Former India captain and ex-
chairman of selection com-
mittee Kris Srikkanth has
vehemently defended Virat
Kohli’s place in the Indian
T20 World Cup squad, dis-
missing rumors suggesting
otherwise. In January, Virat
Kohli made his T20 come-
back against Afghanistan in
a three-match series where
he scored 29 & 0 in two
matches after not playing
the game’s shortest format
at the highest level since the
2022 T20 World Cup semi-
final. The Ajit Agarkar-led
selection committee sig-
naled their intent to include
Kohli and Rohit Sharma
again in the T20I lineup, in-
dicating their desire to do
so for the T20 World Cup.
Srikkanth emphasized
Kohli’s pivotal role in the
team’s success, highlight-
ing his exceptional perfor-
mance in the previous T20
World Cup where he was
instrumental in leading In-

dia to the semi-finals.
“No chance. It’s not

possible to be without Virat
Kohli at the T20 World Cup.
He is the one who took us
to the semi-finals in T20
World Cup 2022. He was the
Man of the Tournament.
Who is saying all this?
These rumor-mongers,
don’t they have any other
job? What is the basis for
all this chatter? If India have
to win the T20 World Cup,
Virat Kohli is a must in the
squad,” Srikkanth said in
his YouTube show.

As per reports, the na-
tional selectors and the
team management are ready
to take some harsh deci-
sions ahead of the tourna-
ment. The BCCI doesn’t
want to get involved in this
and has left it to the selec-
tion committee and the team
management to take a call.
It was also stated that Kohli
might get snubbed from the
T20 World Cup squad.

Addressing concerns

about Kohli’s strike rate in
T20Is, Srikkanth lauded the
star batter’s ability to adapt
to the team’s needs, point-
ing out his stellar showing
in the 2022 T20 World Cup
where he emerged as the
tournament’s top scorer.
With Kohli’s return to the
T20I set-up earlier this year,

Srikkanth reiterated the im-
portance of having a reli-
able anchor in the batting
order, especially in the chal-
lenging conditions ex-
pected in the West Indies.

“You need a guy who
can just stay there. India
need that sheet anchor, be
it T20 World Cup or ODI

World Cup. Without Virat
Kohli, the Indian team can-
not go. We need Virat Kohli,
100 percent,” he added.

In a passionate plea,
Srikkanth urged the Indian
team to rally behind Kohli
and strive for World Cup
glory as a tribute to his con-
tributions to Indian cricket,
drawing parallels to Sachin
Tendulkar’s iconic triumph
in the 2011 World Cup. He
expressed his belief that
Kohli deserves to be hon-
ored in a similar fashion and
envisioned a victorious
campaign led by the stal-
wart batter

“Virat Kohli should be
honoured like how Sachin
Tendulkar was in 2011. The
Indian team should win the
World Cup for Virat. It will
be a great thing for Virat
Kohli,” he concluded. Virat
is expected to join the RCB
team soon before they head
to the season opener against
Chennai Super Kings on
March 22 at Chennai.

Leverkusen stun Qarabag in five-goal thriller
to book UEFA Europa League quarterfinals
New Delhi (Agency):

Bayer Leverkusen bounced
back from two goals down
and flabbergasted ten-men
Qarabag with Patrik
Schick’s injury-time brace
to advance into the round
of the last eight following a
3-2 (5-4 on aggregate) vic-

tory on Thursday. The
match began with
Leverkusen creating several
early chances, though ef-
forts from Borja Iglesias and
Amine Adli were unsuc-
cessful against Qarabag’s

Andrey Lunev. The first
half saw both teams com-
ing close, with Florian Wirtz
hitting the woodwork for
Leverkusen just before the
break, reported Xinhua De-
spite dominating posses-
sion, Leverkusen conceded
the first goal in the 58th

minute when Abdellah
Zoubir headed in from
Leandro Andrade’s cross.
Qarabag’s situation compli-
cated further as Elvin
Jafarguliyev received a red
card shortly after. Even with

a numerical disadvantage,
Qarabag extended their lead
through Juninho in the 67th
minute. However,
Leverkusen responded
quickly, with Jeremie
Frimpong reducing the defi-
cit five minutes later.

Persistence paid off for
Leverkusen as Schick
scored twice in injury
time, first leveling the
match and then securing
the win with a decisive
header, avoiding extra
time. With the result,
Leverkusen extended
their unbeaten run to 37
competitive fixtures this
season. “A lot of things
happened today. We
started very well but lost
control in the second half.
It wasn’t our best day. I
was upset when Qarabag

scored with ten men. This
shouldn’t happen on the
level. However, it was im-
portant that we showed a
response and that’s what
we did,” said Leverkusen
coach Xabi Alonso.

Matthew Wade to retire from First-class cricket post-Sheffield Shield final
New Delhi (Agency):

Matthew Wade, the sea-
soned Australian cricketer,
has announced his decision
to retire from first-class
cricket following the
Sheffield Shield final.

The 36-year-old Tasma-
nian wicketkeeper-batsman
will bid adieu to the longer
format after his 166th First-
class match, representing
Tasmania against Western
Australia in Perth. The
Hobart-born Wade has won
four Shield titles with
Victoria, including two as
captain,

Despite his departure
from the First-class arena,
Wade will continue to grace
the field in white-ball
cricket and is anticipated to
feature in Australia’s squad
for the T20 World Cup
scheduled for June.

Acknowledging his
family’s support and sacri-
fices throughout his illus-
trious journey, Wade ex-
pressed gratitude to his
loved ones and reminisced
about the cherished mo-
ments donning the Baggy
Green for his country. In a
career spanning from 2012
to 2021, Wade made 36 Test
appearances for Australia.

“Firstly, I would like to

thank my family, my wife
Julia, and kids Winter,
Goldie, and Duke, for the
sacrifices they have made
throughout my ca-
reer, as I travelled
Australia and the
world as a red ball
cricketer.” Wade said
in a statement. “I
have thoroughly en-
joyed the challenges
that the long-form
game provides, and
although I will con-
tinue to play white
ball cricket, wearing
the baggy green
while playing for my
country remains a
highlight of my ca-
reer.

“I am grateful to
all of my team-mates
throughout my ca-
reer, along with
Cricket Victoria for
providing me with
the foundations to
grow as a first-class
cricketer, and Cricket
Tasmania for sup-
porting me in finishing my
career as a cricketer in my
home state.”

While Wade faced a
fluctuating trajectory in
Test cricket, losing his
wicketkeeping spot to Tim

Paine during the 2017-18
Ashes series before making
a spirited comeback against
England in 2019. He briefly

opened the batting for Aus-
tralia in the 2020-21 series
against India.

Ahead of the Shield fi-
nal, he has scored 9183 runs
at an average of 40.81 and
picked up 463 dismissals in

a First-class career that be-
gan in 2007.

“Red-ball cricket has al-
ways been my number one

and favourite format,”
Wade said at a press con-
ference in Hobart. “What
I’m going to miss is sitting
down after four days of re-
ally grinding it out in a First-
class game and having a

beer with your teammates.
I’ve played franchise
leagues around the world
and you don’t get that feel-

ing.”
Jeff Vaughan,

Tasmania’s coach,
lauded Wade’s pro-
fessionalism and
competitive spirit,
recognizing his sig-
nificant contribu-
tions to Tasmanian
and Australian
cricket. Despite bid-
ding farewell to first-
class cricket, Wade’s
presence in
Tasmania’s white-
ball team and with
the Hobart Hurri-
canes in the BBL
promises to con-
tinue, providing in-
valuable experience
and leadership to the
younger talents.

“I would like to
personally thank and
congratulate Mat-
thew for all he has
done for Tasmania

and Australia in red ball
cricket, he was always pro-
fessional, and never shied
away from the contest

“While his career with
our Shield squad may be
coming to an end, we look

forward to still having him
around our group in white
ball cricket for the coming
years playing for the Tigers,
and in purple for the Hurri-
canes.

Recent years have seen
Wade grow as a finisher in
the shorter formats; in the
2021 T20 World Cup semifi-
nal, he scored a game-win-
ning knock that
forAustralia. His deal with
the Hobart Hurricanes in the
BBL extends for an addi-
tional two years. “I want to
be at my best for white-ball
cricket, especially BBL,” he
said “I feel like the squad
we’ve got with the Hurri-
canes should be, it is spoken
about every year…pushing
for finals if not contending
for titles. “Not playing the
longer format of the game will
give me an opportunity to get
stronger, get in the gym a bit
more and have some longev-
ity in that format. I’ve got
two years (with Hurricanes)
but I’d love to play longer if
I could. I feel fresh. “There
certainly isn’t [an element
of] ‘I’m not playing well
enough or I don’t feel I can
contribute enough’. It’s more
the younger players have
managed to shove me out
the door.”

Villarreal close to fightback
but Marseille into

Europa League quarters
New Delhi (Agency):

Olympique Marseille quali-
fied for the quarterfinal of
the Europa League despite
suffering a 3-1 defeat away
to Villarreal on Thursday
evening as the Spanish side
went close to a historic Eu-
ropean fightback.

Villarreal went into the
game looking to overturn a
4-0 defeat from the first leg
and with even the most fer-
vent of their fans expect-
ing to see them overturn
what looked like a deci-
sive deficit, reported
Xinhua.

However, Villarreal
looked to get back into
the tie from the very start
with an aggressive display
that saw them pin Marseilles
in their own half, with 12
shots in the first half, to zero
from the French side.

Only one of those shots
ended up in goal, as Etienne
Capoue scored a powerful
header in the 32nd minute.

Capoue saw another ef-
fort deflected wide before
the break, and Alexander
Sorloth, who was impres-
sive all game, netted a sec-
ond goal in the 54th minute
after a pass from Goncalo

Guedes, which was given
after a long VAR check.

Villarreal were pinning
Marseilles back in their own
half, and goalkeeper Pau
Lopez made a double save
to deny Gerard Moreno’s
header and Guedes’ follow-
up effort.

Yerson Mosquera al-
most brought the house
down when he scored
Villarreal’s third with seven

minutes left to play.
Marcelino Garcia’s side
were inches away from an
equalizing goal in the clos-
ing minutes as Jose Luis
Morales forced another
good save from Pau.

With Villarreal camped
around the Marseille area,
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang
launched a counterattack
that saw him weave past two
defenders and leave
Jonathan Clauss with a tap-
in to assure their side’s place
in the quarterfinals.

Dad told me to play domestic cricket as
if I was playing for India: Sarfaraz Khan

NEW DELHI (Agency):
Sarfaraz Khan revealed on
Friday that his father,
Naushad, encouraged him
to approach domestic
matches with the same
fervour as if he were repre-
senting the country, despite
facing delays in his selec-
tion to the Indian team
despite consistent
performances in the
national circuit.

Sarfaraz finally
made his debut for In-
dia during the re-
cent ly-concluded
five-match Test series
against England,
where he showcased
his talent by scoring
three half-centuries.

Despite an impres-
sive First-Class
record of 3,912 runs at
an average of 69.85,
including 14 centuries, the
Mumbai cricketer struggled
to break into the Indian
team. Even the legendary
Sunil Gavaskar supported
his Test selection last year
after witnessing his prolific
run-scoring in domestic
cricket.

"I would ask my father
when would I get a chance
to play for India and if there

were people supporting us.
He would tell me just one
thing, 'think as if you're
playing for India in your
next domestic match and
score runs there as well'.

"So I only had one job,
that was to score runs
whereever I'm playing,"

Sarfaraz said during the In-
dia Today conclave.

Former India captain
Anil Kumble presented
Sarfaraz with the Test cap
before the third Test in
Rajkot, where he notched
up two half-centuries, rep-
licating Gavaskar's feat.

"From my childhood, I
have been hearing stories
about the importance of

Test cricket. My father kept
telling me the importance of
the longest format of the
game. It's not like there was
no pressure, I felt pressure
when I was playing my
maiden series," Sarfaraz
said.

Sarfaraz thanked
Gavaskar for taking
up his cause.
Gavaskar, reacting
to the cricketer not
getting a Test berth
in January last year,
had said the selec-
tors should not
choose players
based on their shape
or physique, but
rather on their form
with the bat or ball.
"I want to say thank
you to Gavaskar sir,
who has helped and
supported me."

Sarfaraz said playing for In-
dia had seen his social me-
dia following rise exponen-
tially. "My Instagram fol-
lowers have grown to 1.5
million after my Test debut.
For the last four years, it was
600-700k followers on
Instagram. Suddenly, after
playing for India, it has be-
come 1.5 million. It's good,"
Sarfaraz said.
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Jewar Airpor t likely to commence
operations by September

Lucknow (Agency):
The long-awaited Noida
International Airport Lim-
ited (NIAL) at Jewar in
Greater Noida is expected
to commence operations
by September 2024. While
delivering a presentation

to Uttar Pradesh Chief
Secretary Durga Shankar
Mishra here on Friday,
Chief Executive Officer of
the Noida Airport Dr Arun
Veer Singh disclosed that
the Zurich Airport’s sub-
sidiary, Yamuna Interna-

tional Airport Pvt. Ltd.,
has done the development
work of the terminal build-
ing, ATC and runway. Be-
sides, the airport’s devel-
opment, in accordance
with the project’s plan, was
carried out by the EPC

contractor, Tata Projects.
Singh informed that

the work at the Jewar Air-
port will be completed by
September 2024. NIAL of-
ficials informed that the
installation of navigation
and surveillance equip-

ment at the airport has
started and the connectiv-
ity of the Jewar Airport
with the Yamuna Express-
way will be completed by
April 2024. The meeting
was attended by the Prin-
cipal Secretary of Indus-

trial Development, Secre-
tary of Finance, Director of
Civil Aviation, and the
Nodal Officer of NIAL.
The CEO of Noida and the
CEO of Greater Noida par-
ticipated via video confer-
ence.

Singapore envoy visits
Bengaluru cafe, says ‘stand
with our friends in India’
New Delhi (Agency): Singapore High Commissioner

to India, Simon Wong, visited the Rameshwaram Cafe
for breakfast on Friday, weeks after a low-intensity IED
blast shook the popular eatery, leaving many injured
and causing widespread panic. The cafe, located in
Brookfield on the International Technology Park Lim-
ited Road in Bengaluru, reopened a week after the March
1 blast with strict
security measures
in place.

In a show of
support, Ambas-
sador Wong
posted a picture of
himself having a
South Indian plat-
ter for breakfast
and filter coffee.

He wrote: “De-
lighted to have
breakfast at the reopened @RameshwaramCafe. We
stand with our friends in India”.

Karnataka Home Minister G. Parameshwara said this
week that the agencies have almost tracked the sus-
pected bomber in the Bengaluru cafe blast case.

On March 9, the National Investigation Agency
(NIA) released pictures and videos in which the sus-
pected bomber is seen walking confidently with a back-
pack, wearing a mask, pink T-shirt, and trousers. The
agency also declared Rs 10 lakh reward for any clues
and information leading to the arrest of the suspect.
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) had arrested
Mohammed Shabbir in connection with the case. Shabbir
is believed to be an accomplice of the prime suspect,
who was captured on security camera footage leaving a
bag at the cafe premises just before the blast occurred.

Israel receives Hamas’ response
to Gaza truce proposal

New Delhi (Agency): Israel has reportedly received
Hamas’ response to a new ceasefire deal proposal from
Qatari mediators. David Barnea, chief of Israel’s Mossad
intelligence agency, on Thursday received the written
response from Qatari Prime Minister Sheikh Mohammed
bin Abdulrahman bin Jassim Al Thani, Xinhua news
agency reported, citing an Israeli official. Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s office issued a state-
ment, saying Hamas “continues to fortify itself with un-
founded demands”.

The Prime Minister’s office added that the wartime
Cabinet is expected to convene on Friday to discuss the
proposal. Hamas confirmed in a statement that it has
presented a “comprehensive vision” of a truce that in-
cludes a ceasefire and the release of hostages held in
Gaza since the group launched its deadly attack on Is-
rael on October 7 last year.

Florida judge denies
Trump’ s motion to dismiss
classified documents case
The US district judge in

Florida overseeing the fed-
eral criminal case regarding
former President Donald
Trump’s handling of clas-
sified documents has re-
jected one of his two mo-
tions to dismiss the case.

Judge Aileen M. Can-
non issued the ruling on
Thursday shortly after the
completion of a daylong
hearing on Trump’s re-
quests to dismiss the case,
which Trump attended

Xinhua news agency re-
ported. A “motion to dis-
miss charges” is a legal re-
quest made by a defendant
in a criminal case to have
the charges against them
dismissed. If the motion is
granted by the court, the
charges are dropped, and
the case does not proceed
to trial. However, if the mo-
tion is denied, the case will
continue through the legal
process.

Trump’s legal team ar-
gued that the majority of
the charges should be dis-

missed based on the Presi-
dential Records Act, a 1978
law which regulates the
preservation of informa-
tion during and after a
presidency, contending
that the law prevents
Trump from being pros-
ecuted. Trump’s lawyers
cited other cases where
presidents were discov-
ered to have kept classified
information and also refer-
enced Special Counsel
Robert Hur’s choice not to
prosecute President Joe
Biden for classified mate-
rial he retained after his
vice presidency.

Trump has also as-
serted that he designated
the materials he removed
to Mar-a-Lago as personal
records while he was still
in office, an argument re-
futed by the office of Spe-
cial Counsel Jack Smith,
who has been investigat-
ing Trump.

Trump, who clinched
the Republican presiden-
tial nomination earlier this
week, is embroiled in four
criminal cases, facing
about 90 felony charges,
and has recently been
fined hundreds of millions
of dollars in two civil cases.
He denies all charges and
accuses Biden and the
Democratic Party of ongo-
ing “political witch hunts”
against him.

7 dead in China coal
mine accident

New Delhi (Agency): Seven min-
ers trapped in an accident in an un-
derground warehouse of a coal mine
in north China’s Shanxi Province
were confirmed dead, local authori-
ties said on Friday. The last body
was retrieved at 6:23 a.m. Friday,
marking the end of the rescue at the
coal mine of the Taoyuan Xinlong
coal industrial corporation in
Zhongyang County, Xinhua news
agency reported citing the county
government.

The coal pile in the warehouse
collapsed at 10:45 p.m. on Monday
when miners were repairing a mal-
functioned coal feeder, burying
seven people, said Gao Naichun,
head of the mine. The collapsed coal
broke the water pipes under the
warehouse and led to water out-
bursts, which hampered the rescue
efforts, said Gao.

Registered enterprises on Udyam
and UAP portal cross 4-crore mark

New Delhi (Agency): Coming as a ma-
jor milestone, the total number of registered
enterprises on Udyam and Udyam Assist
Platform (UAP) crossed 4 crore on Friday.

This is a significant achievement for the
commitment and formalisation initiative un-
dertaken by the Ministry of Micro, Small

and Medium Enterprises. As per the data
shared by the portal, over 4,00,42,875
MSMEs have been registered with the
MSME Ministry, including 3.93 crore mi-
cro enterprises followed by 6.08 lakh small
enterprises and 55,488 medium-sized enter-
prises. Further, the total count also included
1.56 crore registrations via the Udyam As-
sist Platform launched in January last year
to bring units exempted from Goods and

Service Tax (GST) into the formal economic
fold and enable access to priority sector
lending.

Till October 2023, 3 crore registrations
were recorded while 2 crore registrations
were achieved till June last year, less than
three years since the launch of the portal.

Significantly, the
4-crore mark was
achieved in
around five
months. The Min-
istry on June 26,
2020 adopted a
composite defini-
tion of investment
in plant and ma-
chinery and turn-
over, introduced
for classification
of micro, small and
medium enter-
prises. Vide a noti-
fication dated 1st

July, 2020, a simple, online and free Udyam
Registration Portal was launched for
formalisation of enterprises having PAN.

It takes into account the investment in
plant and machinery and turnover both.
The details of investment in plant and ma-
chinery and turnover are captured from the
database of CBDT and GSTN. The Minis-
try launched UAP on 11th January, 2023
for enterprises not having GSTIN.

India’ s exports in February
highest in 11 months

New Delhi (Agency): India’s merchan-
dise trade deficit widened to $18.71 billion
in February from $17.49 billion in January,
the Ministry of Commerce said on Friday.
Notably, at $41.40 billion, India’s merchan-
dise exports in February were the highest
in 11 months. The import growth of 12.2
per cent in February is the highest since
September 2022’s 12.6 per cent.

For the February last year, the
trade deficit stood at $16.57 billion.
The exports rose by 11.9 from the
year-ago period to $41.40 billion
and imports were up 12.2% at
$60.11 billion. Main drivers of mer-
chandise export growth in Febru-
ary 2024 include Engineering
Goods, Electronic Goods, Organic
and Inorganic Chemicals, Drugs
and Pharmaceuticals and Petro-
leum Products, the commerce min-
istry said.

Overall trade deficit improves
by 37.80% from USD 116.13 Billion in April-
February 2022-23 to USD 72.24 Billion in
April-February 2023-24. the merchandise
trade deficit improves by 8.43 per cent from
USD 245.94 Billion in April-February 2022-
23 to USD 225.20 Billion in April-February
2023-24.

In April-February 2023-24, India’s over-
all exports are estimated to be USD 709.81
Billion, exhibiting a positive growth of 0.83
per cent over April-February 2022-23.

Overall imports in April-February 2023-
24 are estimated to be USD 782.05 Billion,
exhibiting a negative growth of (-) 4.64%
over April-February 2022-23.

In February, the non-petroleum and non-
gems & jewellery exports were $29.97 Bil-
lion, compared to $25.57 Billion in February
2023. While their imports were $33.15 Bil-

lion, compared to $31.52 Billion in February
2023. Under merchandise exports, 22 of the
30 key sectors exhibited positive growth as
compared to same period last year. As per
the commerce ministry data, for April 2023-
February 2024 as a whole, India’s trade defi-
cit amounted to $225.20 billion, down from
$245.94 billion in the first 11 months of 2022-
23. This exhibits a decline of 8.43 per cent
on the trade gap on a year-on-year basis
during this period.


